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the western boundary, of course, is the Pacific 
ocean; and the eastern boundary is set out in the 
pill. I suppose, therefore, of course, there can be 
no question as to boundary. ; 

Mr. ADAMS said he was reading from the 
rinted bill before him, in which the boundaries 


were expressly laid down, being on the south | 


by the 42d degree of latitude, on the east by the 
summit of the Rocky Mountains, on the north by 
the line of 54° 40’, and on the west by the Pacific 
These boundaries were defined with great 


ocean. | 
yrecision. He should have been happy if they 
Pad been so settled that the chairman could have 


now reported the same boundaries. 

Mr. DOUGLASS would have been equally hap- 
py if he could have reported the same boundaries 
now under the treaty stipulations. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted that the boundaries should 
be defined by the bill,fand*that if they were left to 
the construction of treaties by the government of 
Oregon, it would lead to confusion, and perhaps to 
conflict with foreign governments. 

Mr. DOUGLASS remarked that the present'bill 
stood in regard to boundaries precisely the same as 
a bill which this House had passed during the 
present session, and sent to the Senate. 

Mr. PETTIT was understood to say that the 
President had sent in the treaty which had been 
lately ratified, this morning. : 

Mr. ADAMS further contended that the de- 
scribing.it as all the territory of the United States 
west of the Rocky Mountains was not saying 
what the boundaries were, and it appeared to him 
that it was not safe for them to enact anything so 
indefinite. The boundaries should be described. 
A reference to existing treaties was no authority 
whatsoever to the governor or government of the 
Territory of Oregon now established. When we 


constituted government over a territory we defined | 


the boundaries of that territory, so that the gov- 
ernment established there might know how far 
they might claim jurisdiction, and how far they 
might not, so as to avoid all cause of quarrel. He 
hoped, therefore, that the bill would be so amend- 
edas to describe the boundaries. For, after all, 
there might be a question what the boundary is 
under the treaty. We have not seen the treaty. 
The gentleman [Mr. Perrir] says it has been 
communicated to the House this morning, but it 
has not been printed, and we know nothing of 


| dary of that territory. 


what are the boundaries established by it except | 


by rumor. 

He understood it was not clear what the real 
obligations of the treaty were. For instance: at 
the time the treaty was ratified here it was stated 
in the newspapers that the navigation of the Co- 
lumbia river was granted to the British Hudson 
Bay Company, and British subjects trading there- 
with, only during the existence of the present 
charter of that company. It is stated in the Brit- 


ish papers that this is erroneous, and that the grant | 


is permanent. ‘There is a great difference. 


And | 


I confess (continued Mr. A.) it was some consola- | 


tion to me for that present which we have made of 
six degrees of latitude to Great Britain that—[the 


remainder of the sentence was lost to the reporter.] | 


Now, a permanent right to the navigation of the 
Columbia river on the part of Great Britain is one 
of the things to which I would never have assent- 
ed. I hope itis not so. I hope at least that the 
treaty is such as that we can hereafter maintain— 


yes, maintain to the last moment—that the naviga- || 


tion of the Columbia by Great Britain shall be | 


temporary. If I should live to that time—and 


Great Britain rather than agree to the permanent | 


havigation by her of the Columbia river. 
avery early period of the session I declared my 


firm belief of the right of the United States to the | 


boundary on the line of 54° 40’ north. It was not 


a new idea to me; for years and years I had enter- | 


tained that opinion; and in the 27th Congress—a 


Whig Congress—I had the honor of being a mem- | 
ber of a committee, of which Mr. William Cost | 


Johnson was chairman, and in a report made to 
this House that position was distinctly taken by 
hine members of that committee. 
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Sir, at | 


it 


'| sound, and the adjoining straits. 
God knows I shall not—I would go to war with | 


Great Britain, in my opinion, had no claim to 
one inch of the territory she has now received. 
We have given to her as a present the navigation 
of the Columbia river, together with Quadra’s 
island, (that is the right name, thoueh some eall it 
Vancouver’s.) We have not even adhered to the 
line which was the fighting line of the Forty-Nines 
—we have given her a part of the . 
of 49°. 

But this course of remark was, perhaps, not 
entirely pertinent to the bill under consideration. 
His objection to that bill was that it did not 


territory south 


tires 
cisely define the boundaries of the Territory. 

Mr. PETTIT interposed, and wished the gent 
man from Massachusetts to give his opinion 
whether the grant of the navigation of the Colum- 
bia river to Great Britain was a permanent or 
merely a temporary grant ? 

Mr. ADAMS. I would answer the centleman 
from Indiana with great pleasure if I had seen the 


treaty, but I have not. 
made of it in the newspapers here—amone others, 
in the organ of the Administration, the Union—in 
which it was said to be temporary—during the ex- 
istence of the Hudson Bay Company's present 
charter, which terminates in 1858—and not per- 
manent. But I have observed in the 
that Sir Robert Peel, in giving an account of that 
treaty, says that it grants to them the positive right 
of navigation of the Columbia perpetually. There- 
fore I am unable to answer the gentleman from In- 
diana, which I would do with great pleasure, espe- 
cially if the true state of the case was according to 
the representation made of it here—that is to say, 
temporary, and only during the existence of the 
present charter of the Hudson Bay Company. 

As I said before, 1 hope that the phraseology is 
such as will at least allow us to put in claim as in 
achancery suit. I hope that the chairman of the 
Committee on Territories, or some other gentle- 
man, will move an amendment to define the boun- 


: » 43 
I know the repre sentation 


newspaners 


' If there is a question as to 
what the boundaries are, I hope this bill will lay 
them down distinctly. But the gentleman from 
Illinois, the chairman of the Committee on Terri- 
tories, if we judge by the indefinite expressions of 
the bill, leaving it to be inferred only how far north 
the territory extends, seems to be ashamed of the 
boundary which by treaty we have obtained.. That 
boundary cuts us off from the harbors of Puget 
Sound; those harbors which were described as so 
valuable and essential to our commerce on the Pa- 
cific by a gentleman from Indiana, who I see 
near me, [Mr. Owen.] In his speech on the Oregon 
question, he spoke in strong terms on this subject. 

Mr. OWEN (Mr. A. yielding) said it is true 
that I spoke in the strongest terms of the safety, 
and of the value to us, as the future owners of 
Oregon, of the waters of Puget Sound. But it is 
also true that the parallel of 49° runs out to the sea, 
at what I believe is called the Gulf of Georgia, and 
continued thence down the centre of the Straits of 
Fuca to the Pacific, leaves to us, south of that 
line, the whole of Puget Sound, and of Admiralty 
Inlet. Great Britain, by the treaty, relinquishes 
these to us. 

Mr. ADAMS. I think, if the gentleman will 
examfne the map, he will find that the line in ques- 
ion cuts us off from Puget Sound. 

Mr. OWEN. Ihave examined the matter care- 
fully, and am certain of the statement I make. 

Mr. ADAMS. Well, be it as it may, Great 
Britain has secured the free navigation of that 
I repeat that we 
have made a present to Great Britain of six degrees 
of latitude; and some of the Fifty-four Forties seem 
ashamed enough of their position. 

Mr. DOUGLASS would state to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that he was ashamed of the 
boundary of 499, and instead of making mention of 
it, preferred to reporta bill defining the boundary, 
in precisely such a manner as was done in a bill 
which the gentleman from Massachusetts himself 
had once voted for this year. And he had thought 
he might follow the geniieman, as a 54° 40’ man, 
with safety. 


Mr. ADAMS. Did I vote for such a bill? Has 


| ties in regard to California on the south. 
| bill were to pass in its present form, it would have 


there a bill on the subject of Oregon passed the 
House at this session ? 

Mr. DOUGLASS. Yes; there has been an Or’- 
gon bill which passed this House establishing a 
territorial governmeut over all the territory of the 
United States west of the Rocky Mountains, with 
out defining boundaries, and you and L voted for it 

Mr. ADAMS. | 1 recollect That was 
while the question of boundary was in controver 
sv between us and Great Britain. It left the 
question open, to be settled as it has been settled, 
against us, 

Mr. A. recurred to the bill which he held in his 
hand, and to the fact that the advocates of 54° 40 


now. 


were entirely ready at an earlier stave of the session 


to define precisely the boundary of the territory 


upon that line: but now, he said, we had a bill 
mentioning no boundarte Ss. tle rep ated that we 
could have no definite rights unless we had the 
boundaries defined. fe hoped, therefore, the Ist 
section would be amended by declaring precisely 
the boundaries of the territory. 


thoucht 
bill sufficiently 


Mr. DOUGLASS explained, that he 


the boundaries designated by the 


clear and explicit, insomuch that there could be no 
doubt upon the subject. Another \ 
was unwilling to define them more specifically 
was, if there was doubt about the terms of the 
treaty, he would like, as the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts had mentioned, that ground enough 
should be left to found a chancery suit upon it. 
And he did not want anything in an aet of Con- 
cress making it more humiliating than it now is. 
‘Therefore, he had thought it unnecessary at this 
early day to give a legislative exposition of the 
treaty which would yield more than we have yield- 
ed by treaty. Inasmuch as we had concluded a 
treaty, and as they had passed one bill in this way, 
he thoucht it best not to define the limits. For 
that reason, concurring with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts as to the humiliation of the posi- 


reason whv he 


tion, he declined writing down the boundary of 
49°, He never could do so. 

Mr. SCHENCK, after some conversation as to 
the precise state of the pending question, gave 
notice of his intention to move, when in order, an 
amendment to the Ist section, to insert after the 
word ‘*territory,’’ the words * now belonging.’ 

Mr. S. said he thoueht, with the venerable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, |Mr. Apams,] that 
there oucht to be something defining the limits of 
the territory upon which this bill was to operate. 
Such had been the case in all organizations of ter- 
ritories heretofore. But he was not entirely satis- 
fied that they had not to some extent sufficiently 
defined the limits in the bill as it now stands, pro- 
vided the amendment which he had indicated was 
incorporated so as that this bill should operate 
upon all the territory now belonging to the United 
States west of the summit of the Ro&ky Mountains. 
He would have preferred that the pill should have 
defined the limits according to tHe treaty. The 
treaty was the supreme law of thé land, and what- 
ever reculation might be made would be construed 
in accordance with the treaty; if therefore we or- 
eanized a territorial government over the territory 
belonging to the United States, the law and the 
treaty being construed together, there was a suffi- 
ciently defined limit. 

3ut he had another objection. He would leave 
the gentleman from Illinois and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to fight the bill along the lim- 
its of 49° or 54° 40’ at their pleasure. He pre- 
sumed, however, it would be one of the most 
refreshing things in the world—far exceeding the 
refreshment which the gentleman from South Car- 
olina [Mr. Hotmes] found in the veto—if they 
could have read now from the Clerk’s stand one 
of the belligerent speeches delivered a few months 
ago by some of the fifty-four-forty men. But there 
might be a difficulty on the other side of this ter- 
ritory than the northern boundary. He wished 
this bill so limited as to avoid any future difficul- 


If the 


a sort of expansibility, by which it would fall 
down within the limits of the territory which the 
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President may hereafter succeed by purchase, or 
by conquest, in bringing into the United States; 
1 should give away further territory, as he is 
it would give a con- 
hould draw it up within the 
limits of the territory then remaining to the United 
S Now, he was prepared, inasmuch as they 


or if he 
now charged to have done, 


1 
tracting power whi i) } 


pintes 


thouzht they knew what does and what does not 


the United State 


the territory over which it is to 


belone to 3, to define in this bill 
operate, to that 
to the United States west 
ayn nt of the Roc ky 


He had 


Vv hi ch is now belon rinis 


of the Mountain 


another oye in the insertion of the 


“ss onring, 


which was this: he had 

ht put itto the 
hairman of the © Military Affairs, 
\ i 


word now bel 

an inquiry, and he supposed he mig 
‘ mmmittee on : 
{[Mr. Haratson,] if he was now present, [Mr. H 
was temporarily absent from the Hlall at this time, ] 
what it meant that we iwa regiment now organi- 
zing, at presentencamped upon Governor’s Island, 
and destined to take Posed ion of the territory of 
California, under such terms and restrictions as 
reemed to look to retaining it within the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, when it should have 


heen acquired in thi way. He believed it was a 


notorious fact, that a certain Colonel Stevenson, of 


the city of New York, had been oreanizing a re- 
riment—whether of militia, voluntee: 5, or other- 
e, he ane w not—ol military emivrant , AS Was 
werested to him, and eiving to this regiment ¢ ip- 


1 1 

tains, lieutenants, en os, knapsacks, rifles, and 

nll the aecoutrements of war, in order to emigrate 
1 

to California. Mr. S. commented upon this anom- 


nlous sort of emueration, a di 


of the 


pon the usurpation 
Seeretary of War, under the authority of 
the President of the United States, in his instrue- 
tions that it should be taken into a country upon 
the Pacific which might or might not, 
of their services 


at the end 
United States; 
them that they 


, belone to the 


and if the n bye lone r. of advi ing 


will be discharged there; and, an inducement to 
thi service, promising to give them the accoutre- 
ment the property of the United States—which 


they take with them. What right, by what au- 
Secretary of War or the 
President taken this step? And did they promise 
to vive away the property oft the United states as 


therity of law, had the 


an inducement to this milit ry emigration He 
denied that there was any authority for 

Hle would hke to know, in ad 
authority that reg 


iditon, by what 
iment was enlisted at all. He 

reneral 
| 


arened that it could hardly be under the 
ven to the President to raise volunteers, 


authority ¢ 
is they had been alre uly called for and apportioned 
amone the several States. 

Let him not be mistaken. He saw his colleague 
[Mr. Tuurman] seemed to be ready to reply to 
him. Let him brine up no old Federalist papers 
avainst him—an article with which the gentleman 
and his party seemed more familiar than did those 
with whom Mr.S. associated. If it was necessary 
to enlist soldiers for California to carry on the ex- 
isting war, let them be enlisted and sent there; and 
if it was necessary to give them additional induce- 
ments to the pay now allowed by law, let it be 
siven, But lewit all be authorized by, and done 


aceording to, lew. He had nothing to say about 
this Mexican w yr. He had voted for supplies to 
carry on this war, He believed the President had 
usurped alae which did not belone to him 


under the Constitution, and deserved impeachment 
for brin rhe a country into the condition of w ir, 
or the state of hostilities—eall it what you will. 
ese tihieteaiiade. ie the i 
peril to our troops, &e., which he described—he 
had voted the supplies, knowing that thereafter the 
President might be, and should be, he 





ld responsi- 

e for this improper, this criminal conduct, as he 
thought, by which he had involved the country in 
hostilities. He was willing to furnish all neces- 
sary means to carry on the war—to increase the 
pay of volunteers, if necessary; but he was not 
willing to see the Executive of the United States, 
this war, resort to means even 
for carrying it on not recognised and permit ted by 
the law-making power. It was manifest, he said, 
that this was to be a war of conquest, and that this 
measure of military emigrants was one of the means 
resorted to for its prot ection. 

Mr. THURMAN said that there was an hour- 
rule in this house, to which he was not partial; but, 


under color of 


nevertheless, he did not now mean.to avail himself 


even of that rule. He had promised the chairman 


of the Committee on the Territories to occupy but 


circumstances—of 
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a quarter of the time allowed by that rule; and he 


meant to keep his promise. 

He was induced to make a few remarks by the 
turn the debate had taken. In the first place, he 
might say that no man, he believed, was more dis- 
satisfied with the settlement that had been made of 
the Oregon question than he was. He was really 
and sincerely dissatisfied with that settlement, and 
would never be found defending the course of any 


man, of any party , Who had been instrumental in | 


bringing that settlement about. But while he said 
this, he did think that sarecasms on account of 
that settlement came with a rather bad grace from 
the Whig members of either branch of this Con- 
gress, Which one of those members had stood 
up for 54° 40'? The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Apams] had done so. He had been 
consistent throughout; but what member of his 
party in Congress had followed his lead? There 
might be one or two, but Mr. T. did not recollect 
one. If he recollected aright, his colleague who 
had just taken his seat [Mr. Schenck] had offered 
an amendment to the Oregon notice resolution, to 
the effect that the dispute oucht to be settled by 
negotiation and compromise. His recollection 
micht not be accurate as to this matter, for he had 
not seen the amendment since it was offered, and 
he would therefore be elad if his colleague would 
state what It was, 

Mr. SCHENCK explained that his amendment 
did not contain the word * compromise.’? The 
amendment containing that word was offered by a 
eentleman from Alabama, eres Darean.] It 
failed, and thereupon Mr. offered an amend- 
ment to the effect that the difficulty was a proper 
subiect for negotiation, and oug rht to be so set- 
tled. 

THURMAN (resuming) said that his col- 
leacue was no doubt correct, as he would be much 
more likely to recollect the terms of an amendment 
offered by himself than would another. But he 
had a question to put to his collearue. Did his 
colleague vote for the amendment of Mr. DARGAN, 
which asserted that the question ought to be set- 
tled by ** compromise. ”’ 

Mr. SCHENCK 
voter for that a 


said that he did 
That he had never had 
such a holy horror of that word * compromise’’ 
: some of his Democratic friends seemed to have. 
hat he believed our title to 54° 40’ was the best 
title, and in _ previous Coneress was one of fif- 
teen Whies who voted for an Oreron bill which 
recoonised the 54° 40’ line. But our title to part 
of the country not beine “clear and unquestion- 
tble,’? as the Pre sident had styled it, he (Mr. S.) 
had not been disposed to involve the country in 
the calamities of war, if the question could be hon- 
orably settled by negotiation and compromise. 
Mr. THURMAN (resumine) said that his col- 
leacue had given such wood reasons for the treaty 
that had been made, that Mr. T. supposed it was 
not necessary for se to say more on that subject. 
Mr. SCHENCK, My colleas rue misunderstands 
me, if he unde rstands me as having made a defence 
of the treaty. 
Mr. THURMAN. I did not so understand my 
the “‘rood reasons”? he gave 
repeated that he (Mr. T.) 
ity wrone—that it ought never to 
did not think it lay in the 
Whigs to taunt the Democrats in 


(answerins) 


mendment. 





colleam CS. I spoke of 
for the treaty. Mr. T. 
thoucht the tre 
have been made: but he 
mouths of the 
reference to it. 

Mr. T. next adverted to the remarks of his col- 
leaeue, in reference to the pay of the volunteers. 
W hen the war bill was under consideration, a mo- 
tion had been made in committee to pay the volun- 
teers $10 per month. Mr. T. voted for the prop- 
But when the bill came to be considered 
in the House, it beine ascertained that the reculars 
received but §7 per month, and it being perfectly 
certain, that if $10 per month were given to the 
volunteers and but §7 to the regulars, the act to 
inerease the rank and file of the regular army 
would be a dead letter: and it being obviously im- 
possible, or if possible, unjust, to have two bodies 
of troops in service, side by side, one body receiv- 
ing $10 per month and the other but $7, he had 
voted in the House against the proposition he had 
spoken of, intending to do, what he had steadily 
done since, that is, vote to give both regulars and 


volunteers $10 per month. And now, what had 


osition. 


been the course of the Whigs on this question? 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stewart] 
had frequently offered propositions to increase the 
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pay of the volunteers to $10 per month, He 
een repeatedly appealed to to frame his pr op 
so as to include the regulars, and thus oti: late 
obje ctions before spoken of; but he had 
done so within Mr. T.’s recolle ction. Wel 
der these circumstances, Mr. > colleacue [Mf 
BrinkernorFr] prepared a bill giving «]0 “ 
month to both regulars and volunteers, and moved 
to suspend the rules so as to introduce it, \\ " a 
was the result of the motion? Why, not ten W), 
voted for it. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Nor Democrats either. 

Mr. THURMAN. Lagree; he could not eve 
get the yeas and nays on his motion: but th 
not the question. ‘The Whigs have soug het tom 

capital out of this matter of the pay of Posk 

teers, They have profe ssed to be ma ir 
friends; and vet not ten of them were foi 
taining Mr. Brinxeruorr’s bill. 

Mr. T. next referred to his colleague’s remark 
“that he did not want old Federal Papers quot 
‘on him, which seemed to be chiefly with; in th 
‘ recollection of members of the other side,” (| 
Democrats.) Mr. 'T. said it was quite possible 
that those papers were better recollected by Dem- 
ocrats than by Whigs, for the latter were, per- 
haps, quite willing to forget them—a disposition 
for which Mr. T. did not by any means blame 
them. 

Mr. T. would now take notice, briefly, of what 
his colleague had said about Colonel Stevenson's 
California regiment. The Californias were Mex- 
ican provinces, and we were at war with Mexico, 
Did his colleague think it wrong to invade them? 
He was certain his colleague would not say go. 
He was confident his colleague would admit that 
it was just as proper to invade the Californias, as 
to march into any other province of Mexico. 

Mr. SCHENCK. To be sure it is. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, there is nothing, thea, 
in the destination of Stevenson’s regiment that is 
wrong. What then? Why, itis said that they are 
armed emigrants; that it is contemplated to leave 
them in California. Now, what do Colonel Ste- 
venson’s instructions on this pointamountto? Sir 


hever 
su 
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illi- 


ply this: that he shall make anon to his troops 
that the Government will, if it see proper, dishand 
them in any territory that may ‘es long to the Unit ed 
States on the Pacific at the conclusion of the wi 
But for this, the troops would naturally expect to he e 
brought back to New York before they were dis- 
charged. The instructions to Colonel Stevens: 
merely inform them that if they enter the servic 
they do so with the understanding that a right is 
reserved to disband them in our Pacific territory. 
What is there strange or unusual in this? Cer- 
tainly nothing. But it is said that all this squints 
ata conquest are Well, Mr. T. would 
put this case his colleague: Mexico owes our 
citizens aes sums of money. Suppose, at t! 
end of the war, finding herself un: able to pay in 
money, she oflers to pay in the Californias, or 
some part thereof—would my colleague object to 
sucha treaty? [do not believe he would. 

Mr. SCHENCK, (jocularly speaking from his 
seat.) It will be time enough for me to answer 
that question when I get into the Senate and have 
a vote on the treaty. 

Mr. THURMAN. Good! 
serves a seat in the Senate, 

Mr. SCHENCK. Oh, no; let that pass. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, in the mean time, I 
stick to my opinion that my colleague would not 
oppose such a treaty. 

Mr. SCHENCK. P erhaps I would not. | will 
not say on the spur of the moment, that I would. 
It is probable that, following the instinct of the 
Anglo-Saxon race, of whom so much has been said 
here, I might go for the land, though I entertain 
ereat doubts whether it would be ultimately for 
the benefit of the country. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, now it seems to me 
that here is an end of my colleague’s objections to 
Colonel Stevenson’s instructions. He grants that 
it is as proper to invade the Californias as it is to 
invade any other part of Mexico; and he further 
concedes that it may possibly be proper to con hud le 
a treaty by which we will : acquire apart of the C 
ifornias. Now, is not this decisive of the whole 
question at issue ? 

Mr. SCHENCK. What I object to is, that 
sroperty of the United States (as rumor say$) ) has 
cose promised to these volunteers. Now I ask my 
colleague—Ist. Are Stevenson’s troops part of the 


e 


My colleague de- 
I erant. 
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59,000 volunteers; and if not, by what sutiosity 

they raised ? 2d. What authority has the Pres- 

it to promise them eT the United States, 

if f that has been done? 3d. Is this expedition in- 
ended as part of a war of conquest : ? 

Ta THURMAN. I understand them to be part 
of the 50,000 volunteers, and therefore raised by 
authority of law. And as to the second inquiry, 
[donot understand that any such promises have 
been made. I have not seen nor heard of any such 
thing. As to the third ques stion, we are at war 
with Mexico, and I suppose it to be quite usual 
and proper to conquer the provineés of an e nemy. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvanf&, remarking 
that this was the last day of ‘the session when, 
under the rules, bills could be sent to the other 
House, or to the President, moved that the com- 
mittee rise, with a view of offering a resolution to 
terminate this debat 

The motion being agreed to, the committee rose 
- ie yrted. 


JAMES THOMPSON offered a resolution 


re 


providing that all debate on the said bill shall cease | 


in twenty minutes after it shall again have been 
taken up in committee. 

Mr. T. moved the previous question, which was 
seconded, and under its operation the resolution 
was adopted. 

The House then went back into committee. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved to strike out the 2d 
section, and insert in lieu thereof the proposition 
of which he had given notice, to give to every 
man, maid, or widow, 160 acres of land, and said 
afew words in its defence. 

The CHAIR assigned the floor to 

Mr. DOUGLASS, who gave way for a brief 
explanation to 

Mr. OWEN, who said: I have soucht the floor 
fora few minutes to offe ra correction in recard to 
a statement made, if I heard aright, by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams.] I am 
aware of the great importance attached to every 
Ww -_ which falls from a gentleman of his experi- 
ence and high publie character; and it is therefore 

+more necessary to correct an Inaccurac y pro- 
ed oa from such a source. I understood the 
gentieman from Massachusetts to ss ay, that, by the 
late treaty, the waters of Puget Sound were made 
free to British subjects. Now, see it stated, that 
the copy of the treaty as published in a Philadel- 

Ma paper corresponds accurately with that pub- 
lished in the English newspapers since its ratifiea- 
tion. But if that copy may be trusted, there is 
nota word there about granting to Great Britain 

e free navigation of Puget Sound, or its entrance, 
Admiralty Inlet. There is not a word in it about 
free navigation at all, exe ept in regard to the Co- 
lumbia river and the Straits of Fuea; nor any free 
harl ors named: though, by the wording, the har- 

sin the above straits may perhaps be deemed 
os and that will be so far in our favor, as to give 
us fre e access to the harbors on the point or cap of 
V incouver ’s Island, south of 49°. In connexion 
with a matter which so excites some portions of 
the country as this, itis important that it should 
be distine tly known, that, ‘ace ording to the late 
treaty, Great Britain has no rights whatever in 

e Pu ret Sound waters, nor free access to a single 

ie of the m: ny harbors contained in that si und, 


r inthe inlet which forms its entrance from Fica’s 
Su 





ults, 

Mr. PERRY. I desire to ask the gentleman 
fro m Indiana, whether he is in favor of the treaty 
lately ratified ? 

Mr.OWEN. I say, frankly, so far from being 
asnamed (to use the lanzuage of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, Mr. Apams) of the boundary 
ve have obtained, that I should be glad to hi ave 
tie terms of that boundary incorporated, in the 
rif words of the treaty, in the first section of 

S bill. I say, further, in regard to the treaty 
its elf, the at, ( calling to mind the facts, that President 
Monroe, in 1818, voluntarily, and as a first offer, 
proposed to Great Britain the line of 49°, expressly 
ad ling the free nav igation of the Columbia; that 
the sane President, in 1823, after the acquisiti yn of 
the © Spanish title, caused a similar offer to be re- 

ved, intimating, indeed, that it would be desira- 
ble to obtain 519, but if Great Britain earnestly 
insisted upon it, we would consent to the parallel 
of 49° to the sea; considering , further, that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts himself, {Mr. Apams,] 
in 1826, caused his Secretary of State (Mr. Clay) 
& third time to propose the extension of the line of | 





| ration, and that grant s} 


49° to ‘ie Pac ific, and arain to offer, in conjunction 
with that line, the free navigation of the Columbia 
to British wallets. without a single restriction 
either as to time or to the commerce a the Hud- 
son Bay Company; considering, yet ynce more, 
that a proposal of the same parallel was renewed 
in 1843, and finall y, that it was aka even last 
year by our present Chief Magistrate; in view of 
these various offers of ¢ ‘ompre mise, I say, that men 
who have looked calmly and dispassionately over 
the whole ground, must have come lone since to 
the conclusion, if Great Britainy departing from 
pretensions to the Columbia river as a boundarv— 
pretensions stoutly maintained for a quarter of a 
century—did, at last, offer to us the very line we had 
five times offered to her, that the pul blie opinion of 
the world would not permit us to reject it. 

Mr. CHIPMAN. Will the centleman allow 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. OWEN. Certainly 

Mr. CHIPMAN. Then I wish to inquire of 


him, whether he so construes the wording of the 


| late treaty as to give to all British subje “ts in per- 


petuity, the free navigation of the Columbia? 

Mr. OWEN. I am nota lawyer, sir, and be- 
sides, have had no opportunity to examine this 
question with sufficient care, to off ra matured 
opinion. My present decided impression is, how- 
ever, thata ik of this right to a particular eorpo- 


| 


cially restricte di to tne term 


| of their cltarter, cannot, in any fairness, be con- 


the Committee on Indian Affairs. (M 


strued into a re nunc ition of. he ris 3 to British 
subjects general ly , or in perpet lity , even to the 
company named. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, chairman of 
r. Dovuagnass 
further yielding.) said he had drawn, under the 
instructions of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
two amendments which he intended to offer as ad- 
ditional sections to this bill. The first provided 
for the extension of our Indian laws over this ter- 
ritory; and the second, as the Governor of Orevon 
was made superintendent of Indian affairs, pro- 
vided for the creating one additional agent, and 
giving him the same powers and compensation as 
allowed to other agents. This the committee 
thoueht would be enouch. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, resumine the floor, said he 


| had examined these two sections, and thought it 


proper they showd be added to the bill 

He did not desire to go into the diseussion of 
the Oregon question, but merely to explain the 
provisions of this bill. He had no wish to enter 


into an examination of the question raised by the 


| gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] in reeard to 


| derstand that the instru 


the additional reziment aged was said to be des 
tined for California. He ‘twhat 
he conceived to be a mis io yrehension on the part 


Id only corr 


of that gentleman, and to say that no promise of 
property of any description had been made to them 
by any authority more than was given to any other 
reciment. 

Mr. SCHENCK explained that he did not un- 
‘tary of 
mel Stevenson’s 


‘tions of the Seer 
War included any offer to Col: 
reciment, but he heard that it had heen made, and 
also a similar offer to a body of Mormons, on 
condition that they would emigrate to California. 

Mr. DOUGLASS (resuming) could only state 
that he had no knowiled¢e in either instance of any 
such offer having been made. He was not autho- 
rized to deny it; but he believed that nothing of 
that kind had taken place. Tle was authorized to 
state that the Committee on Military Affairs knew 
nothing of any such instructions having been given, 
or in contemplation. 

Now, in regard to this Oregon bill: the bill as 
now presented, was asimole proposition for the 
establishment of a territori ul govern! nent west of 
the Rocky Mountains, to be called the Territory of 
Oregon. In drawing the bill he had had reference 
to the various charters for the territorial govern- 
ments that had existed in this country, and espe- 
cially in the northwest, commencing with the 
Northwest Territory, and embracing those of In- 
diana, [iinois, Michigan, and Lowa. He found all 
these territorial governments had been based on 
the same principles, and had the same general pro- 
visions running throughout theircharters. There 
had been slight modifications made as experience 
had indicated necessary; and of all of them, he be- 
lieved that of Towa was most perfect. Hence, in 
drawing this bill, he had made it a mere abstract 
of the territorial government of Iowa, with a few 
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changes only as were necessary to adapt it 
to the territory the other side of the mountains. 
There was a greater propriety in this for this 
reason: The people of Oregon had established for 
themselves a provisional vovernment. Finding 
themselves without law, yet being accustomed 
the laws and institutions of republicanism, and 
being moral, upright, and religious, they found it 
became nec ssary for them to est iblish a rovern- 
ment for themselves, under which they could be 
eoverned, until the government of their native 
country should prescribe one for them. They 
established, therefore, the provisional government 
of Oregon; and he found they took many and 
nearly all the statutes of Lowa, and declared them 
in full foree in the ‘Territory of Oregon, making 
slicht modifications and additions to them. And 
these laws, ado ypted by themselves, and copied 
prune ipally from the laws of Ore: ron, now constl- 
tuted a code of laws for the government of the 
Hence, he had prov ided in this 
bill, under the instruetions of the Committee on 
Territories, that the laws now existing in the ‘Ter- 
ritory of Orezon, b Vy authority of the provisi nal 
rovernment . shoul 1 continue in force and be valid 
until alte sail modified, repealed, or amended by 
this vovernment proposed to be adopted. They 
left, therefore, the present code of laws in force, 
them better adapte d to the people there 
than any we could adopt, and that it was better 
! , to remedy them than to 


such 


peop le of Ore ron. 


believing 
for them, under this bill 
remedy them ourselves; so that we provide that 
all the justices s of the peace, constables, and other 
ministerial officers under the authority of the ex- 
isting provisional government shall ‘continue in 
office under the authority of this bill until displaced 
by the appointment of their successors under it. 
Consex ently, in faet this bill makes no sudden 
eradually changes their subsisting 
territorial government, such as 
we have in other Territories. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] asked 
him if there was any provision in the bill that 
may repeal ‘the laws of the Oregon Le- 
gislature? In reply, [ will state, the 1 
of levislation, suc ‘h as are possess d inall the other 
Territories of the Union, are conferred upon the 
Legislative Council of Oregon, provided that the 
laws now in force in Orevon shall continue in force 
until altered or repealed by authority of the Ore- 
von Legislature. It is also provided, that when a 
law is passed by the Oregon Levislature, it shall 
be re porte d to the Conere ss of the United States, 


change. but 
covernment into a 


Congress 
isu il powe rs 


and, unless disapproved by Congress, shall be the 
law of the k ind, provided it 1s not inconsistent with 
the Oregon bill now passed; so that the gentleman 


prevailed in 
all our te vritorial governments, and which expe- 
rience has sanctioned as sound and wise. 

One word in regard to the boundaries of this 
new Territory. He was sorry to find the vener- 
able gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] 
take exceptions to the mode in which the commut- 
- e oa seen proper to define the boundaries of 

Terri itory. There were reasons that were 
very obvious for the adoption of it. One was, that 
the | bill was prepare d before the terms of the tre: aty 
had been made known,and there was only this 
day left for legislation on this subject. Hene 
they were bound to prepare a bill with reference 
to what they believed to be the treaty, and to 
trust to makine such amendments in the Houseas 
the disclosure of the treaty itself should show ne- 

ssary, to make it conform to it. They found it 
also sanctioned by the House, so far as its provis- 
ion in relation to boundaries was concerned, in the 
passage of the bill establishing a quasi territorial 
rovernment over Oregon, in which the House 
adopted the identical proves as now reported, 
leaving out the northern and southern bounc lary, 
and giving the general iis ription of all the te si 
tory of the United States lying west of the surnmit 
of the Rocky Mor intains. That bill was reported 
fixine the line of 54° 40’ as the northern bounda- 
ry; and he,as a ‘friend of 54° 40’, preferred it. 
The reason was obvious, viz: if it could have been 


will see it is precisely the same as has 





passed through both Houses in that form, he did 


not believe the Executive would yield an inch 
below. A majority of this House thought other- 
wise. They were unwilling to commit themselves 
up to 54° 40’, a: id 

The time allowed for the debate having expired, 
the committee pro -eedel to vote. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to add two 
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sections to the bill—one extending our Indian 
laws over the territory, and the other creating an 
additional Indian agency for that country. Agreed 
to. 

Upon the reading of the provision which directs 


ion of the Legislative Council of 


9: 
, 


that no one ses 
the ‘l'erritory shall exceed the term of sixty days 
it was, on motion of Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL, 
amended by adding, **and one session only shall 
he held in any one vear.’’ 

Mr. CAMPBELL also proposed an amend 
ment restricting the right of suffrage in the Terri- 
torv to eitizens of the United States only, and 
declared their 


tizens. Carried: Ayes 75, 


excluding th who shall have only 
itention to become ci 

On motion of Mr. FARAN, the word * free” 
before the word ‘Swhite’’ was 


that every white male above the ace of twe nfty-one 


tric ke n out, so 


years may vote in the first election, and shall be 


elizible to any office within said Territory. 
Mr. PETTIT moved to amend so as to give the 
chief jnstice and theassociate justices of the supreme 


"Territory, an annual dary of $2,000 
cach. instead of $1,500. Nevratived, 


Vir. JAMES 'THOMPSON moved to insert the 


followine: * And neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitud hall ever exist in said ‘Territory, except 
in the } i himent of crime ve Avcreed to: Ayes 
100, noes not counted. 

Mr. CUMMINS moved an amendment, restrict- 
ine the allowance of mileagve to the delegate that 
may be sent to Conere to 82.000 a vear. 

Mii moved 81,200. Né ratived. 

The $2,000 proposition was then adopted: Ayes 
ML). nod not counted. ; : 


Mr. SCHENCK moved the following proviso: 
Provided, That nothine contained in this act 


trued to apply to anv country or ter- 


' ry not now belonging to and lyin r within the 
limits of the United State 
Necatived. 


Mir. MeCONNELL moved an amendment crant- 
me 160 acres of land to settlers in the territory. 

Mr. McHENRY moved an amendment grant- 
ine 320 acres of land. Neeatived. 

Mr. McConnenv’s proposition was then rejected, 

Mr. WINTHROP proposed an amendment 


granting to Mrs. Martha Gray, the widow of Capt. 
Robert Gray, the discoverer of the Columbia river, 
a towl ship of land, to be located in the Oreron 
ter ry Carried: Ayes 83, noes 46. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill 
and amendments to the Ho 


Mr. DOUGLASS demanded the pre vious ques- 


tion, which was conded, and the main question 


was ordered to be now take n, [whi h main ques- 


tion was on concurring in the amendments, and on 
orde rie the by I} ton third re ding. | 


Such amendments as are not herein more partic- 


ularly noticed, were concurred in without a record 
vote, 

On concurring inthe amendment of Mr. JAMES 
THOMPSON to the 12th section, providing that 


neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever 


exist in the said territory, except for crime whereof 


he party shall have been convicted, 
Mr. ASHMUN asked the yeas and nays, which 
were orde redzand, being take 1, resulted ¢ s follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Anderson, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Benton, Blanehard, Brinkerhoff, Brod 
head, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, 
Catheart, Collin, Cranston, Culs Cummins, Cunningham, 
De Mott, Dunlap, Edsall, Elsworth, Erdman, J. H. Ewing, 
Faran, Foot, Foster, Pres, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gor 
don, Gnder, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampt ny Harper, 
Henley, Ehas B. Hotmes, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, 
James HW. Johnson, Kaufman, Daniel P. King, Preston King, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, MeCrate, 
McGaughey, McHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Morris, 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Pettit, Pillsbury, 
Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, John 
A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, A. Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, 
Svkes, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thomp 
son, Thurman, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, 
Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Woodworth, 
Wright, Young, and Yost—10:. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Barringer, Biggs, Jas. 
A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, John G. Chap 
man, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Cocke, Constable, 
Crozier, Cuilom, Daniel, Garret Davis, Dobbin, Dromgoole, 
KHiwin H. Ewing, Ficklin, Graham, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Isnac FE. Holmes, Edmund W. Hubard, Charles J. Inger 
soll, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, La Sere, Long, 
Lumpkin, MeConnell, James MeDowell, McKay, John P, 
Martin, Morse, Reid, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
‘Toomba, Trumbo, and Woodward—43. 


So the amendment was concurred in, 

On concurring in the amendment of Mr. Wiy- 
THROP, granting a township of land in the Oregon 
Territory to Martha Gray, widow of Captain Gray, 
the acknowledged discoverer of the Columbia 
river, and to her heirs forever, 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

Y EAS—Meesers. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Blanchard, William W. Campbell, John 
H. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, John G. Chapman, Cran- 
ston, Crozier, Cuiver, Garrett Davis, Dockery, Dunlap, 
Edsall, Jolin H. Ewing, Foot, Graham, Grinnell, Hamlin, 
Harper, Elias B. Holmes, Isane BE. Holmes, 8. D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, 
Daniel P. King, Lewis, Long, Maclay, McClelland, James 
McDowell, MeGaughey, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Niven, 
Owen, Parrish, Pillsbury, Poliock, Ramsey, Julius Rock- 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Scammon, Schenck, 
Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Thomasson, Benjamin 
Thompson, Thurman, Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, White, 
Wilmot, Winthrop, Woodworth, Wright, and Young—73. 

NAY S—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Biggs, James A. Black, 
towlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Burt, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, 
Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dobbin, Douglass, Drom- 
goole, Ellsworth, Erdman, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, 
Gordon, Grover, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hopkins, 
G ge S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James 
3. Hunt, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
Kaufinan, Preston King, La Sere, Lumpkin, McClean, Me- 
Clernaud, MeConnell, MeCrate, MeKay, John P. Martin, 
Morris, Moulton, Payne, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Rathbun, 
Reid, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leonard HU. Sims, Simpson, Starkweather, St. John, Sykes, 
James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, Towns, 
Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Woodward, and Yost—77. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON said he wished to make 
a privileged motion. When the bill ceding lands 
to Tennessee was before the House this morning, 
he had called for the reading of it, which was not 
ordered. He had voted for the bill upon trust, 
reposing confidence in the committee, Since then 
he had examined the bill, and found it different 
from what he had understood it to be. The bill 
went further than he was willing to go by his vote. 

He feared that it involved principles to which he 
could not give hisassent. He therefore wished to 
know if it was in order to move to reconsider it. 

The SPEAKER said thatthe House had already 
refused to reconsider the vote. 

PERUVIAN INDEMNITY. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tipparts 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill to carry into effect a convention between 
the United States and Peru. The bill directs the 
Attorney General to adjudicate upon claims of citi- 
zens of the United States against Peru, the liquida- 
tion and payment of which is provided for by the 
convention, 

Mr. MILLER proposed an amendment, so as 


to direct that the expense of carrying the conven- | 


tion dnto effect shall be paid out of the indemnity 
fund, instead of the treasury of the United States, 
saying he had the authority of the claimants for 
proposing the amendment. 

After a good deal of difficulty and confusion the 
amendment was adopted. 

The committee having gone through the bill— 

Mr. SAWYER rose and said there was more 
behind this bill than met the eye, and he went on 
to give a history of the subject. He said the 
money had not been received from the Govern- 
ment of Peru, nor was it expected to be for ten 
years tocome. Get the money first and provide 
for its distribution afterwards. If this bill pass, 
you will be called upon at the next session to make 
appropriations to pay the awards of the Attorney 
General. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS explained, and said it 
was intended, if the bilk passed, only to distribute 
the indemnity as it might be received into the 
Treasury of the United States, and in no case to 
pay awards from the money of the United States. 

Mr. MILLER gave a full statement of the mat- 
ter. The instalments were to be paid within ten 
years, in instalments of $30,000 a year; three in- 
stalments were now due; and the Secretary of 
State stated to the principal claimant a few days 
ago that he expected these three instalments would 
be received in the course of three months or less. 

Mr. PRESTON KING, for the purpose of de- 
feating the bill, moved to strike out the last sec- 
tion. 


On this motion only a very few voted in the ' 
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| affirmative, a large number in the negative: | 
| quorum did not vote. 








Aug. 7 
sks dS ’ 


nut a 
Mr. VINTON moved that the committee rise 


with a view to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the further consideration of the );)) 
and bring it into the House, where, by the yea. 
and nays, members could be compelled to 
Agreed to. 

And the committee rose. 

Mr. VINTON then made his motion to 
charge the Committee of the Whole; which w 
agreed to. 

And the bill was taken up in the House 
passed. e 

And the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, ugust 7, 1846. 
The House bill regulating the district and cireyj: 
courts of the United States, was read twice and 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution: 
which was read: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Senate cause 
to be printed for the use of the Senate the follow 
ing paper: 

* Extract from the charter granted to the Hudson Bay 
Company by Charles II, dated May the 2d, *in the two and 
twentieth year of his reign,’ being 1671: 

“ The third section provides thatthe persons named, ‘ and 
‘such others as shall be admitted into the said society, as is 
‘hereafter expressed, shall be one body corporate and poli 
‘tique, in deed and in name, by the name of the Governor 
‘and Company of Adventurers of Englund, trading into Hud 
‘son’s Bay, and them by the name of the Governor and Com- 
‘ pany of Adventurers of Englund, trading into Hudson’s Boy, 
‘one body corporate and politique, in deed and in name, 
‘really and fully FOREVER for us, Our heirs, and successors,’ 
&e. 

“Section 12. And further, we do by these presents fo 
us, our heirs, and suecessors, make, create, and constitute 
the said Governor and Company, for the time being, and their 
successors, the true and absolute lords and proprietors of the 
same territories, limits, and places aforesaid, and of all other 
the premises, saving always the faith and allegiance and 
sovereign dominion to us, our heirs, and successors, for the 
same; to have, hold, possess, and enjoy the said territories, 
limits, and places, and all and singular other the premises 
hereby granted, as aforesaid, with their and every of th 
rights, members, jurisdictions, prerogatives, royalties, and 
appurtenances whatsoever, to them the said Governor and 
Company, and their successors FOREVER, to be holden of us, 
our heirs, and successors, as of Our manor of East Gree 
wich, in the county of Kent, in free and common soccage, 
and not in eapite, or by knight service, yielding and paying 
yearly to us, our heirs, and successors, for the same, ty 
elks and two black beavers, whensoever and as often as we, 
our heirs, and successors shall happen to enter into the said 
countries, territories, and regions, hereby granted.” 

Mr. SEVIER suggested the printing of the act 
of Parliament chartering the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany. 

Mr. CASS would merely remark that the infor- 
mation to be printed was important to the Ameri- 
can people. He had no objection to the printing 
of the act of Parliament, but it had nothing to do 
with the matter. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON objected to the considera- 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr. SEVIER wished to make a single remark. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON would waive his objection 
for that purpose. 

Mr. SEVIER. The Senator contends that the 
navigation of the river is given to the company 
perpetually. 

Mr. CASS. I say without limitation. —__ 

Mr. SEVIER. Many of us differ in opinion 
from the Senator on that point. 

Mr. BENTON. The matter will come up a! 
the proper time. 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 


| to avail himself of such means as may be afforded 


by the organization of the Indian department to 
collect all such information as may be practicable 
respecting the condition, habits, and progress 0! 


| the Indian tribes of the United States; and to lay 


the same from time to time, as may be convenient, 
before the Senate. 


Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate whether any treas- 
ury notes have been issued under the late law au- 
thorizing such issues; and if any, to what amount; 
and if not, what reason has prevented such issues 
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Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- | 
needled, That each member of the Senate be 
authorized to subscribe for twelve copies of the 
debates of Congress, as published in the C ongres- 
ejonal Globe, by Blair & Rives, or in the Register 

f Debates, by Gales & Seaton: Provided, The re- 
port of said debates shall be subject to the revision 
of the speakers, and shall be mixed with no ex- 
trinsic matter, whether political or otherwise, and 
sh Jl be paid for out of the contingent fund of the 

nate, at pric es not exceeding $3 per copy, for 
he debates of the short se ssions, and $6 per copy 
for the debates of the long sessions. But if the 
inting done in publishing said reports of debates 
shall net amount to those prices at the present rates 
of Congress printing, then the price of said copies 
to be as much less as the deficiency at these rates 
may amount to, but in no case is the price of said 
copies to excee >d three and six dollars each, as 
above provided. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
authorized to contract with Messrs Blair & Rives 
and Messrs. Gales & Seaton accordingly, and no- 
tify the Senate thereof. 


Mr. CALHOUN expressed himself entirely op- 

josed to the resolution, and demanded the yeas 
a nays upon the adoption of the resolution, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Berrien, Benton, 
Cass, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dickinson, 
Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Mary- 
jand, Manguin, Greene, Miller, Pearce, Simmons, Sturgeon, 
Westcott, and Woodbridge—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
Calhoun, Cameron, Thomas Clayton, Evans, 
McDutiie, Niles, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, 
and Yulee—17. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SPEIGHT asked if the resolution was 
passed, so that there would be no further action 
thereon. > 


Breese, 
Fairfield, 
Speight, Turney, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER replied that it. 


was passed. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in committee of the whole, to the con- 
sideration of ** An act declaratory of the powers, 
and legalizing certain acts of the chief clerk of the 
Patent Office;”? which was reported to the Senate 
with amendments, 
red in, the bill ordered to a third reading, 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
the Committee of Pensions, was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Joseph 
Elhott, and leave was granted to the petitioner to 
withdraw his papers. 

|A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
concurred in the report of the committee of con- 
ference in relation to the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses upon the army appropriation bill. 
Also, announcing that said House had resolved to 
insist on their amendments and disagreement to 
the action of the Senate on the naval appropria- 
tion bill, and asked a conference thereon. Also, 
that said House had passed a bill to establish a 
territorial government in Oregon, &c.] 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


read a 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- | 


diciar y> asked that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of. the bill for the 
relief of the executor of Benjamin Chaires, de- 


cease’, Gad Humphreys, and Pedro Miranda, as: | 
s of Jose de la Mayor Arredondo, and that | 


sig nee 
the report thereon be printed; which was agreed 
to, 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John A. 
Rogers; w Ric ch was read and passed to the second 
reading, and the bill was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ‘DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Mary G. 
Clitz; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be printed. 


OREGON. 


The House bill establishing a territorial govern- 
ment in Oregon, was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


CONVENTION WITH PERU. 
The House act, to carry into effect the conven- 


‘of the franking privilege, by 


third time, and passed in the 


the amendments were concur- | 
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tion between the United States and the Republic 
of Peru, concluded Lima the 17th of March, 
1841, was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 


On motion of Mr. NILES, the Senate proceed- 
ed, as in committee of the whole, to the consider- 
ation of the bill in amendment of an act entitled 
** An act to reduce the rates of postage, to limit 
‘the use and correct the abuse of the franking 
‘ privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the 
‘ Post Office Department.” 

Mr. SPEIGHT called for its readine. 

Some discussion ensued in relation to the abuse 
mailme letters to 
other individuals under cover to members of Con- 
gress, &c., in the course of which Mr. SPEIGHT 
observed, and expressed the wish, that the re- 
porters would notice it—that he desired no man to 
send letters under cover to him to a third party. 

After amendment, the bill was r¢ ported to the 
Senate, the amendments concurred in, the bill or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, read a 
following form: 

A BILL in amendment of an act entitled **, 
the rates of postage, to limit the use, and correct the abuse 


of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds 
on the Post Office Department.” 


Anactto re duce 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repres sents ttives of 
the United States of America in Cong gress asseml That it 
shall not be lawful to enclose two or more letters ls cted 
to ditferent persons in the same enclosure or package, with 
a view to defraud the revenue, to be conveyed in the mail; 
and any person offending against this provision, shall forfeit 
ten dollars, to be recovers d by action gui tam, one-half for 
the benefit of the informer, and the other half for the use of 
the Post Office Department; and newspapers, whether con 
veyed more or Jess than thirty miles, shall be subject to 
postage; and newspapers not sent from the office of publi 
cation, shall pay a postage of three cents, and the same and 
all circulars shall not be received at any post office for con 
veyance inthe mail, or for delivery, unless the postage is 
paid at the time they are deposited in the post office for 
transmission or delivery, anything in the act to which this 
is an amendment to the contrary notwithstanding: and the 
franking privilege of the members of the two Houses of 
Congress and the delegates of Territories, in respect to let- 
ters addressed to them, shall be the saine as it is in respect 
to letters written by them and conveyed in the mail; and it 
shall be lawful for any mail carrier to convey newspapers 
out of the mail for sale or distribution to subscribers. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no allowance or 
compensation shall be made to deputy postmasters in addi- 
tion to their commissions as authorized by law, excepting 
the receipts from boxes, and excepting also the allowance 
made by law to the postmasters at the city of Washington 
and New Orleans; but the Postmaster General may, and he 
is hereby authorized to increase the commissions of deputy 
postmasters five per centum on the letter postage received 
by them, and three per centuim on the mails distributed; and 
the receipts for boxes used in post offices, beyond one thon- 
sand dollars, shall be applied by deputy postmasters in de- 
fraying the expenses of their offices, and shall be accounted 
for in the same manner as they are required to account for 
their commissions. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That deputy postmas- 
ters, in their quarterly accounts hereafter to be rendered, 
shall include all claims against the Post Office Department, 
of whatever nature or kind they may be; and the failure to 
make such claims against the department, in two quarterly 
returns, shall be held and taken by the accounting officers 
of the treasury, and the Postmaster General, as conclusive 
evidence against such claim, and such accounts shall not 
thereafter be allowed; and the accounts between each depu- 
ty postmaster of the department shall be finally balanced and 
closed at the end of every second quarter. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enucted, That so much of the act 
to whi¢h this is an amendment, and all other acts relating 
to the Post Office Department, as are inconsistent with this 
act, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion, it was resolved that a committee be 
appointed by the Chair to confer with a like com- 
mittee on the part of the House of Representa- 

| tives upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 

n the naval appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDENT appointed Messrs. 
FIELD, Cameron, and YuLee. 
The PRESIDENT here gave notice that he was 


F'arr- 


about to leave his seat, which he would not resume * 


again during the present session. He gave this no- 
tice (he said) that the Senate might take such action 
as would be proper. 

[Several messages in writing were received from 
théPresident of the United States.] 

The Senate conside#d, as in committee of the 
whole, the House bill to establish an additional 
land office in lowa; which was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, ands passed. 


The Senate, as in committee of the whole, pro- 
ceeded to the cohsideration of ‘* An act to granta 
certain quantity of land to aid gf the improvement 


| the table by yeas 21,1 
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of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect 


the same by acanal in the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin;’’ which was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third read 


reading, 
third time, 


and passsd. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
“An act to amend the act entitled “An act to grant 
a qui intit f land to the Territory of Wisconsin, 
for the ia se of aiding in openin y 
nect the waters of Lake 
Rock river;’ ’’ which, 


Lcanal to con 

Michigan with those of 
ufter discussion, was laid on 
's not counted. 


WOODBRIDGE, the 





On motion of Mr. enate 


proceed d to the consideration of the * joint reso- 


lution relative to errors and defective returns in 
certain surveys, plats, and field notes;”? which was 
reported w chout amendment, ordered to a third 


| reading, read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. ASHLEY, 


from the Committee on-the Ju- 


| diciary, reported back the (House) bill to regulate 


the distriet and circuit courts of the United States, 
and for other purposes, with amendments. 

After some discussion, and the adoption of a por- 
tion of the amendments by the committee, and sun- 
dry others, the bill was re porte d to the Senate, the 
amendments were concurred im, the bill ordered to 
a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Sen: 
up the general calendar, with a view to action upon 
suc h House bill is aS were not 7, ( ‘ted lo, it being 


ite then took 


considered improbable that any Senate bills of a 
purely private scare r could now be passed im 
the Senate, and receive the concurrence of the 
other House. 

Bills from the Hou: 
ing titles, were cons 


e, there fore, with the follow- 
idered and passed, viz: 

“An act to reculate writs of error and ap ypeals 
from the district court of the United States for the 
middle district of Alabama.” 

‘An act to amend the act, ap aig 2d April, 
1844, entitled * An act directing the d isposition of 
certain roods, wares, and mere } indise, sé ized for 
being lee uly imported into the United States.’ 

= Bill to rei ‘und to certain persons nam d there- 
in an excess of duty exacted on the importation 
of foreign merchandise.” 

[The latter bill was passed as a substitute 
bill for the relief of Smith, 


for the 
Thurger & Company, 


' with an amendment providing for an extension of 


its prov isions over certain other cases of the same 
character. | 
*“*An act to ens ab le the Secretary of the Navy to 
purchase the right of using Mix’s patent manger 
stopper.” ° 
“An act mak ing copies of pape rs certified hy the 
Secretary of the Senate and the C le rk of the House 
of Re pec o leval evidence. 
|The latter bill was amended by substituting the 
words “extracts from the journal of the Senate 
and House Representatives,’” for the words 
j * conies of papers.’’] 
| ‘An act for the allowance of drawback on mer- 
chandise imported into certain districts of the Uni- 
ted States from the British North Ame rican prov 
inces, and exported to foreign countries. 
‘An act for the relief of John R. Williams.’ 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE. 
| ‘*An act to establish the Smithsonian Institution 
for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among 
men,’’ was passed over in consequence of want of 
time for consideration.’’] 
' An act for the relief of Langtry & Jenkins. 
‘An act for the relief of Isaiah Parker. 
“An act granting a pension to Orris Crosby.’ 
“An act to authorize the constituted authorities 
of the county of Polk, in the Territory of Iowa, 
to enter a quarter section of land for a seat of jus- 
tice. 


” 


[CONVENTION WITH PERU. 


Mr. McDUFFIE, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, reported, without amendment, the 
House bill to carry into ‘effe ect the convention with 

' the Republic of Peru, concluded at Lima on the 
iigee ak: 1841.] 

‘An act to equalize the ornare of the sur- 
ceyors-general of the public lands of the United 
State 8, 

«* An act granting certain lands to the Territory 
of Iowa, to aid in the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Des Moines river, in said Territory.”* 

| {* An act to amend the act entitled ‘ An act to 
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grant a quantity of land to the Te rritory of Wis- 
consin, for the purpose of aiding in opening a 
tthe waters of Lake Michigan with 
those of Rock river.’?’’ Laid on the table 


*J 
“An act granting a pension to OR jah C. Bab- 


cal to conner 


An act for the relief of John G. McCloud, of 
Linn county, lowa.” 

‘An act to confirm an entry of land made by the 
ndministrator of Jame Andei on, de eased, of 
Jowa Territory.” 

LETTERS OF MARQUE AND REPRISAL. 

Mr. McDUFFIE, from the Committee on For- 


eien Relations, reported a | to authorize the 
President of the United Stat to issue letters of 
marque and rep an t Mexico. Mr. McD. 
$ ted thatthe | ecuuve department had received 
nl nation that there was a proposition before the 
\1 in Coner to1 te letters of marquc and 
. i j thy | ited S ( und Live | ii now 
reported wa intended to meet the emergency 
wi h would pre nt it {in case that proposition 
wer acted up uy Vi i ’ 

Vir. SIMMONDS asked if any letters of marque 
had been issued by Mexico ; 

Mr. MeDUFEPIE repiied that it was said that a 
propo iuion todo >wW betore the Mexican Con- 


Mr. DAVIS reested that the title of the bill 


Lye amended, »us to re id, ‘to authorize the 
President of the United State to issue letters of 
argue and reprisal,’ instead of ** to protect the 
commerce of tive Uyated State 


»amended, and the bill was read 
a lt iird time and pASsse d. 


"The title wa 


At this stave of the proceedings the Senate re- 
| d to take a rece unt ix o’clor k, p. m., and 
thie rece was taken accordingly. 


EVENING SESSION, 


The act disatiirmine all law of the Te rritories 
of lowa and Wisconsin granting banking pris leres 
having been read, 

Mr. EVANS ud he should object to the con- 
sideration of th I, : 

Mr. WESCOTT contended that it should be 


\ lone debate ensued, in which Messrs. DAVIS, 
WESTCOTT, and ethers participated; when 
Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to lay the bill 
on th table , Living his reasons at large for the 
moon. 
Mr. BREESE called the yeas and nays; and 
the result of the vote was—yeas 21, nays 2]. So 


} ‘ ] ¢ 
the motion wa ost. 


p 


Mr. DAVIS, after some remarks upon the im- 
propriety of passing such a bill, moved to lay it 
on the table ; Dul the motion was reject d. ; 

The question on the bill was further argued by 
Messrs. PEARCE, JOHNSON of Maryland, 
HUNTINGTON, and others, against its passage, 
and by Messrs. BREESE, CASS, and others, in 
favor; when 

Mr. CAMERON moved to lay it on the table, 
appealing to Senators not to waste the time of the 
Senate by adhering to a measure which it was 
evident could not be passed without consuming 
a creat deal of time. 

Mr. BREESE again called the yeas and nays 
on the question, and the result was—veas 22, navs 


23. ‘There appearing a disposition to pass the bill, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, made an elabo 


rate argument avainst 1s passage, 
Mr. MILLER adverted to the fact that the Com- 
mittee on the ‘Territories had reported against the 


bill, and yet there was an attempt, in the face of 


that report, to pass the bill, and todo w hich, there 
appeared a determination to set aside all the other 
bills on the calendar. 

Mr. BERRIEN addressed the Senate at lencth 
with much zeal and animation, as also did Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, against the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BERRIEN again moved to lay the bill on 
the table; and adverted to the fact that, unless such 
disposition was made of it, the whole calendar 
would be put in jeopardy.» 

he ycas and nays were again demanded; and 
the result was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, Cil 
ley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
Davis, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of 
L, suimstna, Jo on ot Maryland, Mangum, Miller, More 
head, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Simmons, Upham, Webster, 


and W< odbridge — iH. 


NAYS—Mesers. Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Breese, Boght, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix, 
Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, McDuffie, Niles, 
Semple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, Westcott, and 


Yul 


Q | 


Sot bill was laid on the table. 

After several reports from Committees were 
m vce 

[he Senate proceeded to the business on the 
ealendar, and private bills were passed— 

For the relief Samuel Jordan, Richard Harcrave 
Lee, James Journey, Jose Carxillo, heirs of Tho- 
mas Kelly, Eli Merrill, Solomon Russell, Amos 
Hunts . heirs of Cyrus Turner, Thomas Ap Ca- 
teshby Jor es, John Me A liste P. Griffin IK ¢ ly, Bx ii- 
jamin Allen, Daniel Fl. Warren, Peter Rife, Leah 
Gray, Mary “Campbell, John Milsted, Patrick 
Kelly, sen., Ebenezer Conant, Lewis Laine, Wil- 
liam Gump, Patrick Masterson, Joseph Duss au, 
James Gee, Margaret Gwinnup, Mary Phelps, 
John Carr, Surranus Cobb, Justin Jacobs, Abra- 
ham Ansman, Aquilla Goodwin, John Campbell, 
Lois Mattison, the owners of ship Herald, Cap- 
tain John Patton, Mary Sevar, Grecory ‘Thomas, 
Sheldon B. Hayes, Wylie B. Farnell of Ala- 
bama, Jacob Smith, Charles K. Smith, and others, 
William Pool, Daniel Pratt, John B. Denton and 
Curtis HHumphreys, William P. Lang, Samuel D. 
Walker, William Moss, the legal representatives 
of John Ruddle, Samuel D. Enochs, Elizabeth 
Betts, John Patton, the legal representatives of 
John Rice Jones, the leval representatives of Tho- 
mas Murray, jr., and Dr. John Gray. 

Bills were also passed of the following titles : 

An act authorizine the trustees of 'Tymochtee 
township, Wyandot county, Ohio, to select lands 
for schools within the W yandot reserve. 

An act authorizing the inhabitants of township 
one, of range thirteen east, Seneca county, Ohio, 
inquish certain lands selected for schools, and 
to obtain others in lieu of them. 

An act to provide for transporting the mail of 
the United States to Oregon. 

An act supplementary to the act passed on the 
20th day of February, 1846, entitled “An act to 
enlarge the powers of the several Orphans’ Courts 
held in and for the District of Columbia.’ 


VOLUNTEERS CALLED OUT BY GEN. GAINES. 


A joint resolution making an appropriation for 
the payment of the volunteers called out by Gen- 
eral Gaines and others, was considered, slizhtly 
amended so as to provide for the payment of cer- 
tain Mississippi volunteers, and passed. 

message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in relation to a standard of weights, 
measures, &c., was read, and ordered to be printed. 

The Senate then, at ten o’clock, p.m., proceed- 
ed to the consideration of Executive business, and, 
after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
I’nipay, lugust 7, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday (having been read in 
part only) was approve d. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

TREATIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The bill to provide for the more effectual enforce- 
ment of certain provisions of the treaties of the 
United States, (from the consideration of which the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had heretofore been discharged,) was announced 
by the SPEAKER as the unfinished businessye 

And the bill was read a third time and passed. 

THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the State Department, in answer 
to calls heretofore made by this House for infor- 
mation as to the number of persons who had ap- 
plied for the benefit of the late general bankrupt 
lh. 
law. 

On motion of Mr. HUBARD, of Virginia, laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

In the case of Richard Elliott, the Committee of 
Conference heretofore appointed on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses, made a report, which was 
concurred in, 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The House took up the report (on the Speaker’s 
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table) from the second committee of confere, 


‘ ice 
heretofore appointec, 0) the disagreeing votes of 
two Houses on certain amendments to the bill ») 
king appropriations for the support of the a y 
for the current fiscal year. . 
The report recommended a compromise; which 


was concurred in. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The bill making appropriations for the sup; 
of the navy for the current fiscal year was taken 
up. 
And, on motion of Mr. McKAY, the Hous 


sisted on its disagreement to the am ndime ntott 


ye 


senate; and weommiuttee of conte rence Was ordered 
to be appointed. 


THE MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


This bill (which had been returned from 4) 
Senate with amendments) was referred to the Coyy- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the eu; 
rent fiscal year, (which had been returned from the 
Senate with amendments,) was reported back by 
Mr. McK AY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

PAYMENT OF VOLUNTEERS AND MILITIA, 
Mr. McKAY, on leave given, reported from t) 
Committee of Ways and Means the following joint 
resolution, directing the payment of certain volun- 
teers and militia under the limitations therein pre- 

scribed: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Uniled States of America in Oongress ussenb ei, Thatt 
Secretary of War be, and be is hereby, authorized aud 
quired to cause to be paid out of the appropriation mad 
the act providing for the prosecution of the existing war 
between the United States of America and the Repub.i 
Mexico, approved the 13th day of May, 1846, to the volu 
teers and militia called and actualiy received by virtur 
the orders of General BE. P. Gaines, into the service of 
United States during the present year, and discharged | 
fore joining the army, and such companies as Were actual 
organized and rendezvoused under said call, ineiuding | 
two companies of Major Gally’s command, aud the company 
at Baton Rouge ar-enal, and also the company of Micsis 
sippi volunteers, (*Natches Fensibles,”’) organized aud 
sembled at Vicksburg, and afterwards disbanded, or d 
charged; and the companies ¢ f Oij}io Volunteers asscemided 
at Camp Washington, near Cincinnati, and who clam to 
have been mustered into service, one day’s pay, and 
ances for every day detained in service, and the usual travy- 
elling allowances, and no more. ind furlher, That 
States or individuals have paid the expenses, or provided 
the means of transportation of volunteers to the place of 
rendezvous, and furnished subsistence or clothing, the pro- 
portional amount thus furnished to each man, not excced- 
ing the legal allowance to each, may be charged on the pay 
roils, and withheld, and paid to the State or individual who 


| actualiy provided the same. 


| ant surgeons have attended regiments of volunteers t 


t 


And be it further resolved, That when surgeons or assi 
to the 
iit 


time when medical officers duly appointed by the United 
States entered upon the duties with said regiments, they 
may receive the sume rate of compensanon, and toa like 
nuinber as provided for by law, and persons doing the duties 
of assistant quartermasters, and assistant cOimmMissaries, Wa 


| der like circumstances may in like manner receive the same 


rate of compensation, and to a like number of days, as 
authorized by existing law. 

The resolution having been twice read, 

Mr. McK AY called tor the reading of a letter 
on the subject from the Secretary of War, which 
was read. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
amend the resolution by inserting after ‘* Natchez 
Fencibles,’? and Pontotoc Rovers. 

Mr. T., in support of his amendment, said he 
had no desire to discuss this resolution. Advances 
had been made by the States in good faith, and 
they ought to. be reimbursed. But as the princi- 
ples of this bill covered the case of the Pontotoc 

Rovers, he hoped it would be inserted, Jest the 
construction might be that the resolution did not 
cover their case. On the same principle that you 
pay the Natchez Fencibles, you must pay the 
Pontotoc Rovers. The cases are equally merito- 


| rious, and these gallant men exhibited the same 
| patriotism and readiness to obey the calls of their 
/country. He knew the difficulty of making such 
| amendment without the consent of the Committee 


. Tv } > 
of Ways and Means. He was persuaded the 
omission must have occurred by inadvertence. 


| He appealed to the chairman of that committee to 


allow the amendment to be inserted without oppo- 


sition. In most cases, he knew the difficulty of 


allowing amendments in such cases, but he be- 
‘lieved this was an isolated and peculiar case. 














we 





1846. 


This company, under the belief that they were 
accepted into the service of the country, in less 
than forty-eight hours after notice took up the line 
of March, and went by land 110 miles, and _ be- 
tween 390 and 400 miles by the river, to the place 
of rendezvous. But they were finally rejected, 
and had the mortification of being forced to return 
home. He hoped the ir expenses would be paid, 
and he hoped the chairman of the Committee of 
Wavs and Means would see no danger in admit- 
ting this ame ndment. 

Mr. McK AY opposed the amendment. The 

int resolution, he said, had been drawn up on 
consultation with the head of the War Depart- 
ment, and he (Mr. McK.) did not therefore feel 
authorized to vote for any amendment. He hoped 
it would be rejected. And he moved the previous 


quesuon. 
‘Mr. RATHBUN submitted that the joint reso- 
lution must be committed. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 
There was no appropriation, nor could a joint res- 
olution appropriate money. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded. 

The main question was ordered; and, being ta- 
ken, the amendment was rejected; and the joint 
resolution was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. RATHBUN made an ineffectual effort to 
brine the House to the consideration of the bill for 
the reorganization of the State Department. 

Mr. JACOB 'THOMPSON made an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to report a joint resolution (purport not 
stated) from the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ASHMUN endeavored unsuccessfully to 
have the committees called for reports. 


On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. Boyp, of Kentucky, was called to the 
chair. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


Mr. McK AY moved that the committee proceed 
to the consideration of the amendments to this 
bill. 


The motion was rejected. 


— 


POST ROUTES. 


On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the committee 
took up the bill to establish certain post routes. 

The reading of the bill through was dispensed 
with, and it was taken up by items. 

The bill was considered, and a great number of 
amendments were offered. 

Connected with the subject of post routes in 
Texas, that of free mail facilities to our army on 
the Rio Grande came up. Some conversation en- 
sued upon it, and two or three different projects 
were offered—all of which, however,. were, by 
general consent, concentrated in one offered by Mr. 
Kavrman, and the question being taken, this was 
rejected, but 27 members voting in favor of it. 

Amongst the proposed amendments was the fol- 
lowing: 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to strike out the follow- 
ing clause from the bill: 

* FLORIDA, 

_“From Pensacola, by Appalachicola, St. Marks, Cedar 
Keys, Tampa Bay, Key West, thence to Havana, and return 
by Miami river, Mosquito Inlet, St. Augustine, and Jack- 
sonville, to Charleston, once a month in steamboats suscepti- 
ble of being converted into war steamers, under the*regula- 
tions provided in the act approved the third of March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-five, entitled, “An act to pro- 
vide for the transportation of the mail between the United 
States and other countries,’ provided the expense shall not 
exceed thirty thousand dollars, hereby appropriated to defray 
the expenses of the same, out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated.”’ 

Mr. H. supported his amendment in a few re- 
os objecting principally to its insertion in this 
nll, 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH hoped the gentle- 
man at the head of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, after admitting the neces- 
sity and propriety of this measure and his own 
favor towards it, would not insist upon striking 
out, merely on account of a technicality, and be- 
cause he thought it improper to begin this system 


in a route bill. He (Mr. B.) had refrained from 


pressing divers routes in his State, in order to 
facilitate.the adoption of this the most necessary, 
and which would answer the place of several others. 
It was recommended by the Postmaster General, 
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and approved by all public officers to whom it had 
been explained. He had, at an early period, in- 
troduced a resolution upon this subject, which had 
been a lone time under the consideration of the 
committee, and he believed the plan was unani- 
mously approved by them, and the only difliculty 
was as to the propriety of inserting it in this bill. 
Such difficulties would seem always to exist. If 
he propose d to insert it in the post office appro- 
priation bill, he would be old there was no route 
established, and it would be out of order to pro- 
pose an appropriation until a route was establish- 
ed, by express rule of the House. And now if 
he proposed a route without the appropriation, it 
could not be carried into effect. He regretted these 
technical objections to a matter admitted to be 
proper in itself, 
- , 

It was even Necessary to carry on the operations 
of Government itself, throwlng the Immense value 
to his constituents out of the question. He would 
refer to letters which he held in his hand from the 
Engineer Department, which exhibited in striking 

> t > 
light the necessity of this matter for the public 
service: 

ENGINEER DEPARTYENT, 
Washineton, dug. 6, 1846. 

Sir: In conformity with iny promise of yesterday, | trans 
mit several extracts from letters addressed to this depart 
ment by the engineer officer in charge of the foruficauous 
under construction at Key West, complaining of the delays 
and difficulties attending the present mail arrangement. 
Were there time, | might adduce other extracts of similar 
tenor; but it can hardly be necessary, as these show very 
plainly the state of the case, and the importunate anxiety of 
the officer for the establishment of more frequent and cer 
tain means of communicating with his sources of supply. 
I am sure the present arrangement of the mails has involved 
at these works a material loss of money as well as time, not- 
withstanding the exercise of a vigilant forecast; and L ap 
prehend still worse consequences as the operations shall 
advance and become more complicated. 

We are about commencing a fort at the Tortugas ; as to 
which all the embarrassinents of Which Captain Dutton 
complains will be repeated, or aggravated rather, unless 
Congress shall think proper to apply some remedy. 

I have the honor to be, very respecttully, your most obe- 
dient, JOS. G. TOTTEN, 

Colonel and Chief Engineer. 

Hon. W. H. Brockensroven, 

House of Representatives. 


Extracts from letters from Capt. George Dutton, corps of en- 
gineers, superintending construction of fortification at Key 
West, Florida, to the Chief Engineer, relating to the neces- 
sity of increased mail facilities to that place to further the 
operations under his charge. 

From letter dated Key West, April 14, 1845. 

«The present mail arrangements for this place, together 
| with its remote position, is the most serious obstacle of all 
to the speedy commencement of operations. Some of my 
most important business letters are six weeks old before 
they reach me. It seems to me evident that if the Govern- 
' ment intends to carry on an extensive system of works in 
this neighborhood, some different and much better arrange- 

ment in this respect will have to be made.” 


From the same, of May 15, 1845. 

“T have, in my former letters, alluded to the necessity of 
better mail arrangements for this place; and if the depart- 
ment would use its influence in this respect to aid the pro- 
posed reform, it might greatly assist. It would hurry us 
along thrice as fast, if a semi-monthly mail were run to 
Tampa Bay; which might be done for a trifle more than the 

| present cost.’’ 
From the same, of June 9, 1845. 


“In several of my communications, | have submitted | 


suggestions in regard to the mail arrangements for this 
place, to which I beg leave to cail the attention of the de- 
partment.’? 

From the same, of June 14, 1845. 

“T have frequently alluded, in my correspondence, to the 
necessity of a better mail arrangement for this place, sup- 
posing it within the competency of the Post Office Depart- 
ment to remedy the difficulty. 
mistaken; but whoever may have charge here will find that 
he cannot conduct the business of the works with rapidity 
and success, without a very material improvement in the 
above respect. This, and the climate of the place, are the 
only difficulties in the way of the prosecution of the opera- 
tions which I can perceive, and neither of them is under 
the control of the Engineer Department.’ 

From the same, of September 20, 1845. 

* And in conclusion, to establish a weekly mail between 
this place and Tampa Bay, which, I am authorized to say, 
can be done for $3,500 per annum, perhaps #3,000, and car- 
ried with certainty and despatch in the pilot boats used on 
the station.” 

From the same, of March 18, 1846. 

“T have now to request that the Secretary of War em- 
power the local engineer on this reef to hire temporarily, 
from time to time, as the public service may require, in his 
opinion and at his discretion, a trusty despatch vessel, that 

| can be sent either to Charleston or any of the ports on the 
Gulf, when needful. A vessel of about 40 or 50 tons will 
suffice for this, and can be obtained here. Unless this is 
granted, 1 do not see how the local agent here can be held 
accountable for delays in the progress of the works, under 
the existing circumstances.’’ 
From the same, of April 18, 1846. 

‘In the absence of help from other departments of the 

| Government, I may find it necessary to despatch a vessel to 
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In this, however, I may be | 
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Charleston, to carry or bring out a mail at certain times 
when the public service calls for it, which I shall not besi 
tate to do, in the full confidence that my proceedings in this 
respect will be sanctioned at Washington.”’ 

From the same, of M ry o, LSi6. 

“Permit me once more to call the attention of the depart- 
ment to the utter destitution of this place as regards facili 
ties for reguiar commercial and mail intercourse with the 
rest of the Union. 


* If itis the intention of the Government to carry on ex- 
tensive public works on the Florida reef, and itis desired that 
th should proceed with rapidity, there is no measure so 


Well calculated to contribute towards the latter as the adop 

tion of the proposition which | am eredibly informed has 
been submitted, to run a semi-monthly steamboat mail from 
Charleston to the Havana, via this place, as by this means 
certainty of communication and advice at seasonable inter 

vals is secured. Under the present circumstances, there is 
probably no spot in the United States where works could 
be located less favorable to despatch in their construction, 
particularly the commencement. 

*Thave in this and tormer letters fully represented the 
nature of the obstacles to the publie business here; and indi 
cated the remedy which it is supposed might be applied by 
the proper departments of the Government.” 

F’'rom the same, of May 9, 1246 
“In ease, therefore .the Post Ottice De partinent doe not 


put another schooner or vessel on the mail line to Charles 
ton, sO as to give this place two mails tn the month, I shall 
require six months’ notice of the passage of a new act of ap 


propriation for the works here previous to its application.” 


Mr. B. resumed. ‘To show the interest of this 
mail arrancement to the whole commercial inter- 
ests of the country, he need only mention the mil- 
lions of dollars worth of prope rly which annually 
floated around that coast. He would refer to a 
statement of wrecks, &e.., adjudicate dat Ke y West 
in 1844 and 1845, prepared by the agent of the un- 
derwriters. ‘These tables would show the special 
interests of commerce in this mail. Apart from 
the eeneral interest connected with having a regu- 
lar mail to accommodate our great and growing 
trade with Cuba, they have nearly a million of dol- 
lars worth of property annually thrown upon the 
court for adjudication, to depend upon the care of 
masters of vessels and such agents as they may 
employ, without the possibility of communicating 
with the principals, until long after the vessel, car- 
go, and salvage, are all disposed of and settled, 
although not more than six or seven days distant 
from New York by steam, and a regular mail 
already existing to the St. John’s river, about 
forty-eight hours distant from the desired point. 

At present there is only one mail to Key West 
each month, carried in a sailing schooner from 
Charleston. It is most irregular and uncertain, 
often leaving them without a mail for six weeks. 
Mr. B. had received innumerable letters of com- 

laint. 

There was an irregular horse "mail to Tampa 
Bay, and one to New Smyrna from Enterprise, on 
Lake Monroe; but there was no mail south of 
there to any part of the main peninsula, and no 
facilities whatever along the coast where they are 
most wanted. 

The capacity of the Florida peninsula to produce 
sugar and tropical fruits had excited great interest 
in the whole southern country, and that country 
would be rapidly filled with a flourishing popula- 
tion if even ordinary facilities were afforded. At 
present it was almost impossible to visit any por- 
tion of the country to examine it without a tedious, 
expensive, and laborious overland journey. A 
steamboat mail on each side would contribute much 
to the rapidity of settlement, and the sale of the 
publie lands. In addition to the difficulty of reach- 
ing the country, persons are unwilling to settle at 
such a distance from all possibility of communica- 
tion with the rest of the country and from market. 

The people in the peninsula should not be cut 
off from all possible mail facilities, merely because 
they live in a peninsula; but to render their ac- 
commodation as little burdensome as possible, it 
is made to contribute to other great branches of 
the public service. 

Ist. It is made to connect with Havana, and b 
running from the Gulfand Atlantic side alternately, 
it will accommodate both the western and eastern 
trade to that port. 

9d. By using steamers susceptible of being con- 
verted into war steamers under the act of 1845, 

| the Government will at all times have at its com- 
mand a number of light-draught steamers, which 
would facilitate attack or defence on any part of 
the shallow harbors or rivers of the Gulf. The 
army has recently been delayed for weeks for the 
want of such boats on the Rio Grande. Had the 
arrangement now proposed been in operation, the 
army need not have been delayed at all. The 
coast is without adequate defence from the Rio 
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Grande to Savannah, and has no pretence of de- 
fence except at St. Augustine, Pensacola, Mo- 
bile, and some points defending New Orleans. 
Sinall or light-draught armed steamers, constantly 
traversing the coast, will be the best possible de- 
fence for the shallow waters of that coast, because 
they can beat off the boats of larger vessels, and 
be capable of meeting similar steamers to them- 
selves, if that plan was adopted by an enemy. 
3d. Such steamers might with propriety be sub- 
ject, in a great measure, to the control of the 
Trea ury Department, and have an officer of cus- 
tomms always on board, and contribute much to 
preve nit amugelin r. and disp nse with some por- 
tion of the revenue service 
14h. The Government, in the Bremen route, has 
sanctioned the policy and necessity of building up 
“a steam marine, and instructing steam sailors. if 
this was necessary on the broad Atlantic, how 
much more necessary is it around the shallow 
hores of the Gulf, where the men and officers would 
learn the dangerous currents, shoals, and coasts, 
as well asthe peculiarities of steam navigation ? 
If the immense commercial capital and enterprise 
of the eastern cies required the aid of Govern- 
ment, how much more 1s it necessary on the Gulf? 
Sth. A math to Oreron has been admitted to be 
necessary by all departments of the Government; 
n mail from Key West to Chaeres, and across the 
isthmus, and thence to the Columbia river, would 
be the cheapest mode of carrying the mails to the 
1 nd would, at the same time 
accommodate our squadrons in the Pacific, our 


emivrants in Oregon, a 


diplomatic agents, our immense whaling fleet, and 
various commercial interests on the Pacific, much 
more perfectly than a mere overland mail to Ore- 
ron. ‘The appropriation made in the bill is for 
thirty thousand dollars. ‘There can be no doubt 
that, after the line is established and known, and 


tle more 


the peni snla a lit settled, the increased 
freights and passage money will greatly diminish 
the cost, and the increased correspondence con- 
tribute largely towards its payment. 

He did not insist upon the importance of this 
line as a mere matter of postage, but the First As- 
sistant Postmaster General had presented to him 
some views, upon this subject, in connexion with 
the routesto Europe, well wort 'y of consideration. 
For himself, he was satisfied if the postage paid 
nothing, that the expense would be more than re- 


imbursed in commercial facilities and means of 
de fen e. 
‘Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
** Contractor’s Office, August 6, 1546. 

‘Sir: IT have the honor to say, in answer to your inquiry, 
that | am strongly of opwion that a twice-a-month steam- 
boat convevance between Charleston and Havana, touching 
at St. Augustine and Key West. in Florida, would confer 
great advantages on the mail service of the United States. It 
would be the means of transmitting a large correspondence 
between the United States and the West India Islands, and 
of such amount, in my judgment, as would yield an impor 
tant additional postage revenue It would also become the 
ehannel, in addition to the Boston and New York lines of 
European steamers, for the correspondence between a por 
tion of those islands, particularly Cuba, and Europe, and 
thus considerably increase the postage receipts. 

* Of the importance of the residue of the line you contem 
plate, | cannot speak with confidence itis more of a local 
character, Respectiully, your obedient servant, 

“S. R. HOBBIE. 
Hon. Mr. Brockenproven.”’ 

Mr. RATHBUN bri fly objected to entering 
upon such a project as armed mail steamers in a 
bill of this character. 

Mr. THOMASSON briefly sustained the clauses. 

[Mr. Horktns’s objection prevailed, and the 
clause was stricken out. 

Mr. H.then proposed and carried, at Mr. Brock- 
ENBROUGH’S Suggestion, the following routes as a 
substitute for those stricken out, viz: 

Fr mu Pensacola, vin Apalachicola, St. Marks, Cedar Keys, 
and Tampa Bay, to Key West 

From Kev West, via Miami river, Indian river, and Mos- 
quito inlet, to Charleston. 

From St. Mary's, Georgia, via Nussau Court-house, to 
Jackson, Florida. ] 

The committee rose and reported the bill and 
amendments to the House. 

And the question being on concurring in the 
amendments, and on ordering the bill to a third 
reading, 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

The amendments, except such as were reserved 
for a special vote, were concurred in collectively. 
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On concurring in the amendment of the commit- || on, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, White, Wint);o, 
ry 


tee, striking out the second section of the bill, in 
the following words: 

That where routes are established in Texas by previous 
laws, and the creation of new counties renders it necessary, 
said routes shall be so changed as to pass through the county 
sites nearest said routes: Provided, That each county site In 
‘Texag is hereby declared to be entitled to the benefit of 
having the mail carried to and from the same. 

Mr. KAUFMAN gi manded a separate ques- 
tion; which was orderéd. 
And the amendment was concurred in. 

On the following amendment— 

-ind be it further enacted, That the franking privilege 
which existed previous to the passage of an act re ducing 
the rates of postage for the year 1645, be, and the same is 
hereby, restored to all postmasters of the United States, 
Whose compensation from their respective offices did not, 
for the last year, exceed one hundred dolfirs— 

r. KE. B. HOLMES asked a separate question; | 
which was ordered. 

Mr. H. asked the yeas and nays, which were 
also ordered; and, being taken, resulted as follows: 


1 
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VY ELAS—Mesers. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Biggs, James Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Brinkerboff, Brockenbrough, Burt, Chase, Cobb, Cocke, 
Collin, Constable, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Cunning- 
ham, Daniel, Dobbin, Dockery, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, 
Erdman, Faran, Fickiin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Gra- 
ham, Grider, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hilliard, 
Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Hous- 
ton, Edmund W. Hubard, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Leake, Leib, 
La Sere, Levin, Lumpkin, McClean, McClelland, McCler- 
nand, MeConnell, James McDowell, McHenry, MeKay, 
John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, 
Niven, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pills- 
bury, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Runk, Sawtelle, Scammon, Sed- 
don, Alex. D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Stanton, 
Starkweather, St. John, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Thomas- 
son, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Toombs, Towns, Trumbo, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood- 
ward, Woodworth, and Yost—115. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Ashmun, 
Benton, Blanchard, William W. Campbell, Carroll, John G. 
Chapman, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Ellsworth, John 4H. 
Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gordon, Grinnell, Grover, 
Harper, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Long, Maclay, MeCrate, McIlvaine, Marsh, Miller, Mose- 
ley, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, John A. 
Rockwell, Root, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith,-Albert 
Smith, Vinton, White, and Young—45. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

An amendment made in committee in relatioa to 
the compensation of deputy postmasters, was con- 
curred in. 

{We have not a copy of this amendment. The 
entire bill will be published hereafter. ] 

An amendment, made in committee, in relation 
to the re payment of postage on newspapers, was 
coneurred Mik. 

On concurring in the following amendment, made 
in committee: 


* That hereafter, any law to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, all advertisements made under orders of the Postmaster 
General, ina newspaper or newspapers, ofletters uncalled for 
in any post offlee, shall be inserted in such newspaper or 
newspapers as shall be designated by the postmaster of the 
town or place where the office advertising is situated, or the 
nearest newspaper thereto: Provided, The editor or editors 
of such paper or papers shall agree to insert the same for 
a price not greater than that now fixed by law.”’ 


Mr. W. HUNT demanded a separate question; 
which was ordered. 

Mr. E. B. HOLMES asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Anderson, Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, 
Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 
Brockenbrough, Burt, Chase, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cum- 
mins, Cunningham, Daniel. Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, 
Duniap, Edsall, Erdman, Faran, Foster, Fries, Garvin, 
Gordon, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hoge, Hopkins, 
Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, James B. 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Joseph Jonnson, An 
drew Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Lawrence, Leib, 
La Sere, Lumpkin, MeClean, McClelland, McClernand, 
McConnell, McCrate, McKay, John P. Martin, Morris, 
Morse, Mouiton, Niven, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perry, 
Pettit, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Sawtelle, Seammon, 
\Vlexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Stanton, St. John, 
Strong, Sykes, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, 
Woodworth, and Yost—&7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, J. Q. Adams, Stephen Adams, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, W. W. Campbell, J. H. 
Campbell, Carroll, J.G. Chapman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, 
G. Davis, Dockery, J. H. Ewing, E. H. Ewing, Graham, Gri- 
der, Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. 
Holmes, J. W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, W. 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersol® Daniel P. King, Lewis, Long, 
Maclay, James McDowell, McHenry, Marsh, Barkley Mar- 
tin, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Julius Rockwell, John A. 
Rockwell, Root, Runk, Seaman, Truman Smith, Albert 


Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Thomasson, Begjamin Thomp- | 


Wright, and Young—61. 


So the amendment was concurred in, 

The bill (having then been ordered to a thira 
reading) was read a third time, and (under the 
operation of the previous question) was passed. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the title of +h, 
bill was amended, so as to read, “and for othe 
purposes.”? Agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved a reconsideration, 
of the vote by which the bill had been passed; but 
the vote was not reconsidered. 5 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, it was resolved tha: 
the House take a recess from 3 to 5 0’clock this 


yg 


day. 

in the course of the day, several messages were 
received from the President of the United States, 
by J. K. Walker, Esq., his private secretary, ip. 
forming the House thatthe President had approved 
and signed sundry bills. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolyed 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state o¢ 
the Union, (Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, in the 


| chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the 


amendments of the Senate to the bill making 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expen 
of the Government for the current fiscal year, 

After a brief space of time spent in the consider- 
ation thereof— 

The committee, in pursuance of the order of the 
House, rose— 

And the House took a recess until five o’clock 


R 
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EVENING SESSION. 

The chairman of the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union (Mr. Hopxsys) called 
the committee to order at five o’clock, but no euo- 
rum was present. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The amendments to the general appropriation 
bill being under consideration, some conversation 
ensued; and it was proposed that such amend- 
ments as were not objected to be proceeded with 
until a quorum was present. 

Objections were made. 

The CHAIRMAN counted the House, and 
found 59 members present. 

‘The committee rose, on motion of Mr. BOYD, 
and reported the fact of no quorum. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered. 

The roll having been called through, 109 mem- 
bers were reported present—not a quorum. 

Mr. COBB, remarking that other gentlemen had 
come in, and that a quorum was now present, 
moved to dispense with further proceedings in the 
call. 

The vote being taken, and but 110—stil) no quo- 
rum—voting, 

Mr. C., by leave, withdrew the motion. 

And the absentees were cated, showing 140 
members in attendance—a quorum. 

The Chairman resumed his seat, and the com- 
mittee proceeded with the consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate. 

The following amendment being under consider 
ation— 

« For paying to the !and officers at St. Augustine and New- 
nansville, in Florida, for issuing ‘permits’ under the act 
4th August, 1842, a per centage equal to that allowed by law 
upon the sale of the same quantity of public lands at tht 
minimum price, $5,000°"— 

Mr. McKAY said the committee recommended 
disagreement to this item; and he moved accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH said he was not 
aware that the Senate had inserted this amendment, 
but thought, if understood, it would pass, as it was 
certainly just, and had been reported upon favora- 
bly last session, and he understood would have 
passed ‘but for being coupled with other matte: 
The Government had pursued the policy in Florida 
of giving the lands to armed settlers for the purpose 
of driving out the Seminoles. In other words, the 
settlers, instead of paying cash for their lands, 
were to pay in the services of armed militiamen on 
the frontiers, presenting a cordon of posts; and this 
olicy threw upon the register and receiver a great 
increase of duties in receiving, settling, and adjudi- 
cating these armed occupationists’ rights. And for 
this they not only received no additional compen- 
sation, but not even the compensation which they 
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would have received if the same land had been sold | ; 
fr money. The amendment of the Senate was || that, at this stave of the session, with this and 
aly intended to secure them this reasonable com- || other important measures pending, the legitimate 
ensation. : || debate upon these amendments could not be per- 
The amendment was rejected. mitted to be carried on; but the House must be 
The amendment of the Senate being under con- || fatigued with & most miserable specimen of a stump 
sideration, appropriating $1,000 for salaries of two | speech. At might, or it might not, be followed by 
keepers of the public archives in Florida, ; others of like character; but it was due to the 
Mr. RATHBUN stated, that since this question || House to protect itself from such impositions. He, 
was before under consideration, he had seen a gen- |, therefore, moved that the committee rise, in order 
‘ean, who had held a judicial station in Florida, || to offer a resolution for the termination of this 
who satisfied him that this appropriation was ne- || debate, 
cessary. a The motion being agreed to, the committee rose 
Mr. BROCK ENBROUGH said he had also seen | and reported. 
the same judicial gentleman, and had procured a | Mr. COBB moved the ordinary resolution to 
very strong letter from him, and another of still || terminate the debate in five minutes; and on this 
stronger character from Judge Shields, late Com- |, he demanded the previous question. 
missioner of the Land Office, which proved most | Mr. VINTON suggested, as there were some 
incontestably the absolute necessity of this appro- || important amendments remaining, that ten minutes 
priation, at least until the survey of the private || be allowed to each. 
‘and claims was completed; but he had not brought Mr. C. declined to withdraw the previous ques- 
them here, and would not read them, because they || tion, as so much time had been consumed in irrel- 
could not prove more strongly than he had before | evant discussion by the gentleman’s colleague. 
proved, in half a day’s debate, the necessity of | The demand for the previous question was sec- 
this item, and because he was afraid, if he read |) onded, and the main question ordered, 
them, that somebody might suppose that Florida Mr. VINTON asked the yeas and nays on the 
took some interest in this matter, and that it was adoption of the resolution; ‘which were ordered, 
for the interest and protection of her people, and || and, being taken, resulted—yeas 92, nays 54. 
So the resolution was adopted. ' 


vote against it as of course. But as it really was 
The House again resolved itself into committee, 


(Mr. Hopkins in the chair.) and resumed the con- 


an aitair only of important interest to this Govern- 
ment, and one in which his constituents were very | 

sideration of the amendments to the civil and diplo- 
| matic bill. 


little interested, as their titles would be safe at all | 
events, and if these records were turned over to 
other officers, this Government would have topay || Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said that 
much more than this $1,000 for copies and transla- || he would trouble the committee but a very short 
time in explaining the object of the amendment. 
And he hoped that no prejudice would arise to the 


tions, he was willing to leave the committee to take | 
just such course to protect the interests of this Gov- | 
ernment as they thought proper. || measure on account of the advocacy of the gentle- 
Mr. McCLERNAND stated that translations || man from Ohio, [Mr. Scuexcr.] The measure 
and copies of these papers were already here in || was a good one, and such as he was ereatly in 
Washington, made long since by law, or, if not || hopes would be adopted. ‘There is much of valu- 
made, the keepers had violated the law, and should || able public property belonging to the Government 
be paid no more. on the lakes and rivers, several dredges and other 
Mr. BROCKENBROUGH explained, that those || machinery, that must necessarily go to ruin if no 
papers were wanted in Florida, not here. They || means are provided for taking care of them. 
were wanted to plot out the private grants upon || There is also a large amount of timber, plank, 
ihe public domain; and if they were to wait until 


iron, and other materials for constructing the 
they could send here and hunt the dusty files and || works, that ought to be taken care of. If, then, 


Mr. COBB said it was deeply to be regretted 


WwW 





copy each paper wanted, it would cost more than || it be true that all these works are to be abandoned, 
the salary of the keepers of archives. | there would be no propriety in abandoning the 


The amendment was then agreed to. 
The amendment for repairs of public piers and | 
wharves, at the quarantine grounds, on Staten | 
Island, New York, $16,675, being under consider- | 
auon— 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved the following amend- 
ment thereto: 

“For removing obstructions to and improving the naviga- 
tion of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, three hundred and | 
forty thousand dollars ; and for the preservation of the har- || 
bors already constructed and in process of construction, |} 4". Ks : a : - 
under authority ef law on the seaboard and on the lakes, || W orks in a proper state of preservation. The 
four hundred thousand dollars; the same to be expended || harbor at Buffalo would, without some consid- 
under the direction of the Secretary of War.” || erable repair, be entirely destroyed if allowed to 

The amendment having been decided in order, |; stand in its present situation. So it was with 
the point having been raised against it by Mr. Me- || several other works. The gentleman from Ohio 
Kay— {Mr. Scnencx] should not make him say what he 

The question was taken by tellers, and the | did not say. He had made no charges against 
amendment to the amendment was rejected—ayes || the President. He had only asked a question, 
68, noes 73. and there the matter stood. 

Mr. TIBBATTS renewed his amendment to the | After some conversation by others, the time 
amendment, reducing the sums to $300,000 for the || allotted to debate having expired, the committee 
Ohio and Mississippi, and $300,000 for the lake |; proceeded further to vote. 
and seaboard harbors. The pending amendment of the Senate was re- 

The CHAIRMAN, upon further reflection, de- || jected. 
cided the amendment to the amendment out of || PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, &c. 
order under the 80th rule. 

Mr. TIBBATTS appealed, and, after debate, the | 
question was taken by tellers, and by ayes 77, | 
noes 54, the decision was sustained, and the amend- | 
mend decided out of order. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, moved the | 
following amendment to the amendment: 

“That there is hereby appropriated the sum of one hun- | 
dred thousand dollars for the preservation of the public | 
Works, (and the machinery used in the construction of the | 
same,) authorized by law and remaining unfinished on the | 
seaboard and the lakes, and to which no appropriation has 
been made at the present session of Congress.”’ Rejected. 


materials on hand. He could not believe it possi- 
ble that that was to be the result. If not, it was 
important to keep all secure, and save the work 
done from destruction. He asked, was it possible 
that fourteen or fifteen millions’ worth of work 
done, and in its unfinished state, is to be allowed 
to go to ruin? This would be madness—worse 
than madness. He hoped the House would not 
reject this appropriation. The amendment asked 
was $100,000. ‘This was as little as would put the 


The following amendments were agreed to: 

For completing the paving of Pennsylvania 
avenue between Sixth street and the western gate 
of the Capitol, and for other improvements and 
repairs of said avenue and the side-walks thereof, 
twenty thousand dollars; 

For repairs to Congressional Burial Ground, 
rendered necessary by the late freshet, five hun- 
dred dollars; 

For repairs to the road leading from the Capitol 
square to the Congressional Burial Ground, ren- 
| dered necessary by the late heavy rains, to be ex- 

Other amendments to the amendment, of like || pended under the direction of the Commissioner of 
character, were offered and rejected. 1 Public Buildings, one thousand five hundred dol- 

During the pendency of one of these— || lars. 

Mr. SCHENCK took the floor and spoke an || The amendments of $5,000 for Four-and-a-half 


— upon political topies generally. It was now || street, of $30,000 for Eastern branch bridge, 
eight o’clock. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


| was uncontrollable by any regular parliamentary 


| (Washington,) and of $30,000 for continuing the | 
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publication of the works of the exploring expedi- 
tion, prinung charts, pay of scientific corps and 
horticulturist, were rejected. 







































































MEXICAN INDEMNITY. 


The amendment of $320,000 for paying two in- 
stalments of the Mexican indemnity, was rejected: 
Ayes 61, noes 79. 
MILEAGE. 
The amendment of the Senate to strike out the 
section of the bill which fixes rates of mileage after 
the present session of Congress as follows: 40 cents 
per mile for the first 200 miles; 35 cents over 200, 
and under 300; 30 cents over 300 and under 400; ; 
and 25 cents for any distance over 400 miles: Pro- 
vided, That the aggregate mileage allowed to any 
Senator, Representative, or Delegate at any one 
session, shall not exceed $750, was concurred in: 
ayes 63, noes 60. 
The remaiming amendments having been dis- 
posed of—some affirmatively, and others negative- 
ly— : 
The committee, on motion of Mr. McKAY, 
rose and reported their action to the House. 
And the question pending being on agreeing fo 
the report of the committee— 
Mr. COBB demanded the previous question. \ 
It was now 10 o'clock. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the House ad- 
journ. Negatived. 
The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered. 
The motion to adjourn was renewed, and agreed 
to. ; 
So the House, at a quarter past ten o’clock, ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE. 
SaTuRDAY, 4ugust 8, 1846. 

The Secretary announced that the business first 
in order was the election of a President pro tem., 
and requested Senators to prepare the ballots. 

The ballots having been cast— 

Mr. ALLEN rose and suggested that the count- 
ing of the ballots be deferred for twenty minutes, 
as the Senate was not now full. < 

Mr. CRITTENDEN objected to any delay. 

Mr. ALLEN would then move that the election 
be postponed till twelve o’clock. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped the Secretary would 
proceed in the discharge of his duty. 

Mr. ALLEN thought it could not be doubted 
that some sort of a motion such as he had made 
was In order. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to reply to the 
remark of the Senator from Michigan, and tell him 
in what sense he (Mr. C.) regarded the officer of 
the Senate as uncontrollable. He meant that he 


procedure. He objected to the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, because it was against all prece- 
dem. It was manifestly improper, as likely to 
consume the time of the Senate—and for what 
reason? Simply because a result was anticipated 
by some gentlemen not in accordance with their 
wishes. 

Mr. ALLEN requested the Secretary to read 
the rule applicable to the case. 

The Secretary read the rule. 

Mr. CASS remarked that the Secretary was 
certainly under the control of the Senate. He 
(Mr. C.) did not know what was meant by saying 
that he was irrestrainable. 

Mr. ARCHER wished that, in order to save the 
time of the Senate, the Senator from Ohio would 
withdraw his motion. His object would be gained 
at all events, as it was not at all probable that there 
would be a choice on the first balloting. 

Mr. DAVIS. How do you know that? 

Mr. ARCHER. Well, I think so. And then 

Mr. ALLEN withdrew his motion. 

The balloting then proceeded as follows: 

First Battot.—Whole number cast 49; neces- 
sary to a choice 25: 

" Hannegan...ccccscccccscceccseceeeld 

ROO ssc: 50.0 cee Swe det 000 TO heey hee a Oe 


eM i i cio'da,5 ae Gee ead o baa cae 
CID 6 cao tes hb da wa ee hed alos ee 
NN i i CMEC RC Oss heh 
Paw ae PEE ESCM EC eH ESS 
RUNNION iia Seb CEES CSS Kee 
OOF WH aes dhe'e's b2'0's'e eee Vs eee S 


fit PTET ETE PE eee ere 


Cw 
~ 


mm et bb 
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; 

; Cathet 5. + ane be eb ab bodes be be cee ern 
Of. | ee re eee 
ATT os >see 0G 0s 45200 e8 behedakea 
Ne a “a 
Hunt Olek bane 04600 bbs toe > ee 
eT ee re ei oP 

The Scnate then proce cde d to a second b illot, 
and the result was announced as follows: Whole 
number of votes 49; necessary to a choice 25: 

Llannegan sae se? Sern ese 
DE Peer rr re ee cede cosveves UV 
a OF cenacveee ° eoee eescccees | 
Cameron TRETTLE PTE TL ° re 
Henton ...6. ee re ee ee on 2 
Dick Mile w ewes eee eoeereeseeesesess 3 

cat isina timer é dinecwmenees 2 
Ma weet tre eee eve >a 
Cn o's pe sb eo B cove I 
Wi htt banseas iedes ase > 
Cg ee ee eibeeseesbense ES 

The Senate proceeded to a third ballot, and the 
re uit wil announced as follow Se W hole number 
of vote M0, nec wy toa choice 26: 

PERM REOOE. Ws «60 004k S08 pene so 
PMS one haps UN WS eee ee eee bbb er weeke 
SCVICT ~cereseceeetes eee eeee . > 
SEIN «nubs: oe bbe ue & te tae ‘ 4 
( IOP <ins be 0 050.50 00 ween ee os 3 
Dickinse ° sa anal 
ON eecveccsesvecsec eeeeres ee l 
aI ana Sain ie ih ards lp tots (te Wi Ww boos | 
eras tk eas ei Be wie aa ew ee l 
DOMME ct Obs nas KibE ve bee d Kade aoe I 
‘Turney soeeee Oe ee eer 


The menute proceeded to a fourth hallot, and 


the result was announced as follows: Whole num- 


ber of votes, 49; necessary to a choice, 25: 
Hlannegan Dire ne oe oe ie ie 
OO ae oe “ame 2% ‘=akne 
SOVICL oc cceseens . ewer 3 
Cameron 54% Ben 00 6 on 0 00 O46 NO eo cowie 
Dickinson sen ao a ‘ouece 
WY GRtOOt osc 0s a0 iain ink ee Sha ole see 
Sturgeot i ; a 
LN Vh bs ae wke sav bse e ewe ewe l 


The Senate proceeded to a fifth ballot, and the 
result was announced as follows: Whole number 


of votes, 48: necessary to a choice, 25: 


Oe ne a ares as a eh es we 
ee ae ch teed beeen eee 
CAMEPON «ceccecescccecececece ° j 
SROs & bas Ch aret ae abe Kehoe a 
NN a tae in nn i een ee oe Se ae 
DIckKiINSON ..sece cbeskw cae s beens 2 
i Janet ob seh 6609 666 ¥ ble us en 


Morely 2 Se ee ea ae a 
Mr. HANEGAN here requested that his name 
might be withdrawn. 
The Senate proceeded to a sixth ballot, and the 
result was announced as follows: Whole number 


of votes 50; necessary to a choice, 26: 
CUIONNR sds ata ins a wih i baie hes [Scenes 
Sevier ie son wems: ee 
es eeeseces iain a SS ae 
ee Ae ee ee ere | 
SP a ae ba neh ak he aewe a eee oe 
Mangum (< oie (codec e aes » 
estill eal eeee “eee “eee “eee . l 
Morehead (cae b tthe ashes ween eee TE 
ee ee en che thaoakc 
Wr ONES 5's «5 cab cee ca boxe Senet e 


The Senate proceeded to a seventh ballot, and 
the result was announced as follows: 
ber of vot 


W hole num- 
s, 01; necessary to a choice, 26: 


eee ape 


SP 5k + one eoeee ee peeps Wb esee kee 
ER ere es 2 oid yok ee 6 86 & . eee 17 
ee RR ee ee oe ee 
Sevier..... Fa teeesb ache re ee eee 2 
PRION 5 Seis We db es 0'6 OS Eina'se wo '6 Oe 
SESS Se ee 
PRERNOUIR 446 nd ce ue a esees ee 
Re ee ee eae 


The Senate proceeded to an eighth ballot, and 
the result was announced as follows: Whole num- 
ber ot votes, 49; necessary toa choice, 25: 

ASChINNN . cc ccendsd bob ba nencen eee 


0 ee 


CAMEPONn ose oo00sesesbees 


sturgeon . 


DSVIEr. cecce 2 
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TN i cia ak bh oleiehion vet © ax Oe 
PENNS Lica) oS ab ue ada aes ie 
DOD co's owisn ab bins so edhe eee Te 
PUL Cs ks bae baked eaek beamaiane ee 

Mr. ATCHISON, having been escorted to the 
chair by Senators Catunoun and Cass, called the 
Senate to order, and rose and said: 

Gentiemen: This honor has been quite unex- 
pected by me. The only return which I can make, 
will be an earnest effort to discharge the duty in- 
cumbentupon me with faithfulness and impartiality, 

On motion, the reading of the journal was dis- 
pensed with. 

[Se veral messares in W riting were received from 
the President of the United State s.| 


MEXICAN RELATIONS. 


The following message from the President, was 
laid before the Senate, and read: 

|‘l'liis message will be found in the House pro- 
cee dings of to-day. ] 

‘The message was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. WESTCOTT rose to make a correction. 
His vote upon the resolution authorizing Senators 
to subseribe for 12 copies of Blair & Rives’s Con- 
gressional Globe and Gales & Seaton’s Register, 
to be paid for out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate, had been recorded upon the journal, and 


published in the ** Unton,’’ in the affirmative, 


, Whereas he voted in the negative, and against the 


: | 
resoiution, 


Mr. McDUFFIE, from the Committee on For- 
eien Relations, moved that said committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the un- 
finished business before said committee; which was 
agree d to. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back the bill for the relief of 
Allen, without amendment. 





Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- | 


mittee on Pensions, asked that said committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of sun- 
dry papers; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on 
Territories, reported back the House bill to estab- 
lish a territorial government in Oregon, without 
amendment, and recommending that the Senate 
make the necessary amendments thereto, the com- 
mittee not having had time to draught the same. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, | 


reported an act to establish the collection district 
of Oregon; which was read, and laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 
and Jegal representatives of Jacob Houseman, de- 
ceased; which was read, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. 

‘The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business, and, at half-past four, the 
doors were again opened, and the Senate took a 
recess until six o’clock, p.m. 


EVENING SESSION. 

At six o’clock, the Senate again convened. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported in favor of printing sundry pa- 
pers, and against printing others; which report was 
concurred in. 

Mir. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill to carry into effect the recommenda- 
tions of the President in regard to our Mexican 
relations, transmitted in his message of this morn- 
ine; which was read. 

{A message was received from the House of 
Representatives announcing that said House had 
agreed to a portion of the amendments to the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the Mil- 
itary Academy at West Point, and disagreed to 
others. Also announcing the action of the House 
of Representatives upon the Senate amendments to 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. } 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the latter bill, when, on motion of Mr. LEWIS, 
it was 

Ordered, That a committee of conference be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate, to confer with a 
like committee from the House upon the disagree- 
ing votes thereon. 


A ug. 8, 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the Support of the 
Military Academy for the year ending Jy), 
1847; when, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the amend: 
the Senate to said bill, disagreed to by the Lo 
of Representatives, were receded from, 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate, 
committee of the whole, considered the « B 
provide for the distribution of the edition at 
laws and treaties of the United States, published 
by Little & Brown, under the provisions of 4; 
resolutions of Congress, approved March 3, 184 
and for other purposes;”’ which was reported 
the Senate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed, 

On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate proceeded 
as in committee of the whole, to the considera - 
of the House * Lillmaking appropriations for eer. 


tain defensive works of the United States for the 


As 
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year ending June 30, 1847. 
Mr. WESTCOTT submitted an amendmen: 

appropriating $30,000 for the construction of for- 

tifications upon the gulf coast of Florida. 

Mr. DIX expressed himself in favor of this 
appropriation; but at this late hour of the session 
he thought it impolitie to send the bill back to the 
House of Representatives with amendments. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 


and it was rejected. 


A Senate bill in relation to the publication of 
laws of the United States, returned from the House 
with amendments, was considered, and the amend- 
ments concurred in. 

The Senate then again proceeded to the consid- 
eration of Executive business. 

At twenty-five minutes to twelve o’clock, the 
Senate adjourned, to meet on Monday at 8: am. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, efugust 8, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday (having been read in 
part only) was approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
House the following Executive communications: 

A letter from the Postmaster General, transmit- 
ting, in compliance with the 3d clause of the 22d 
section of the act ‘ to change the organization of 
the Post Office Department,” &c., approved July 
2, 1836, a statement and summary from the Post 
Office Department, showing the amounts paid 
during the year ending June 30, 1845, for “ wrap- 
ping paper,’’ ‘office furniture,’ ‘fadvertising,” 
** mail-bags,’’ &c., being ‘he incidental expenses 
of the department for the year; which letter and 
statement were laid upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance witn a resolution of 
the 10th of July, 1832, copies of such statements 
or returns showing the capital, circulation, dis- 
counts, specie deposites, and condition of the dif- 
ferent State banks and banking companies as may 
have been communicated to the Legislatures, Gov- 
ernors, and other officers of the several States, 
&c.; which letter, &c., was laid on the table. 

A letter from the Comptroller of the Treasury, 


| transmitting, in compliance with the acts of 3d of 


March, 1809, the 3d of March, 1817, statements 
of the accounts which have remained due more 
than three years prior to the 30th September last 
on the books of the Second, Third, and Fourth 
Auditors of the Treasury, and on the books of the 
Register of the Treasury; which letter and state- 
ments were laid upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report of the superintendent of the 
construction of standard weights, measures, and 
balances, during the year 1845, under the superin- 
tendence of Alexander D. Bache; which letter and 
report were laid upon the table. . 

Mr. P. KING, fyom the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, to which was referred bills from the Sen- 
ate of the following titles, viz: 

An act granting a pension to Joseph Morrison; 

An act granting a pension to John Clark; 

An act for the relief of Francis Someraner; _ 

Reported the same without amendment; which 


|| were committed. 
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Mr. W. Ww. Cc AMPB E LL ieaders an ine ofletual: 
motion to introduce a resolution referring to the 
Secrets uy of State, for the purpose of examination, 
and Wi ith a view to action at the next session, the 

pill in rele ition to the consular system. 

Mr. McK AY objected. 

Several ineflectual motions were made to get in 
reports from committees, 

PERSONAL. 

Mr. STEWART rose and asked leave to make 
nersonal explanation. 
_ Me. COBB. I will object to personal explana- 
tions from this time forth. 
rae BOYD. We have no ome for personal 
explanations. ‘These things can be done in the 
ne wspape rs; and I shall oppose anything of the 


a 


kind. 
a STEWART moved a suspension of the 


"The SPEAKER said the motion was notin or- 
der, the previous question having been seconded, 
nd the main question ordered on the amendments 
to the general appropriation bill. 

Mr. McK AY insisted on the 
business. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments to the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the current fiscal year. 

_ The SPEAKER announced that the previous 

uestion had (at the time of the adjournment last 
eve ning) been seconded, and the main question 
ordered. 

Which main question was on concurring in the 
amendments. 

They were read, and such as were not reserved 
for a separate vote were acted on collectively. 

[Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report; and Mr. W., in the 
course of the day, made several other reports from 
the same committee. | 

Other amendments, on which a separate vote 
was called, and the yeas and nays asked but re- 
fused, were also concurred in or disposed of. 

Amonest the record votes was the following: 

On concurring with the Committee of the Whole 
in striking out the amendment of the Senate, ap- 
propriating r $320,000 to pay two instalments of 
indemnity ander the convention with Mexico, 

Mr. McKAY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and being taken resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger 
Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin. Bo vd, 
Brinkerhott, enone ubrough, Buflington, Reube “se hapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Cullom, Cummins 
Cunningham, Dai ‘l, Dobbin, Edsall, Bileworch, Erdman, 
Faran, Fries, Garvin, Gordon, Grover, Haralson, Harman- 
son, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, Edward W. Hubard, 
James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Seahorn Jones, Kaufman, Pres- 
ton King, Leake, Lumpkin, McClean, McClelland, Me- | 
Clernand, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, 
Norris, Owen, Payne, Pettit, Pillsbury, Reid, Ritter, Robe rts, 
Seammon,: Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 
Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, James Thompson, Jacob 
Ti lompson, Thurman, 'Tibbatts, Towns, Wentworth, Whea- 
ton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Ww oodward, and Yost—83. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Ashmun, Barrin- 
er, Bayly, Bell, Blanchard, W illiam W. Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, John G. Chapman, Clarke, Cranston, Garrett 
Davis, Dockery, Douglass, Dromgoole, J. H. Ewing, Giles, 
eg Grider, Grinnell, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hil 
hard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hub- 
hard, W ashington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. 
King, Lawrence, Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Long, Maclay, 
McConnell, Jame 's Me Dowell, Me He snry, Melivaine, Marsh, 
Miller, Moseley, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rhett, Julius Rock- 


weil, Join A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawte lle, Schenck, | 
Seaman, Be verance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Stewart, 


Stroh, Strong, Benj. Thompson, Trumbo, Vinton, White, 
Wi anaes Wood, Woodworth, Wright, and Young—69. 


So the amendment of the Senate was rejected. 
MILEAGE. 

The question being on concurring in the report 
of the committee, by. which the amendment of the 
Senate was avreed to, striking out the section of 
the original bill, providing that after the close of 
the present session, the mileage to members of 
Congress shall be as follows: Forty cents per mile 
for the first 200 miles; 35 cents over 200 and under 


regular! order of 


300; 30 cents over 300 and under 400; and 25 cents 
per mile for any distance over 400 miles: Provided, 
That the aggregate of mileage to any Senator, 
Representative, or Delegate, at any one session, 
shall not exceed $750; (which amendment, if agreed 
‘o, would leave unaltered the present provisions of |, 
law in reference to mileage) — 


| ment to wait for the whole sum, the 


‘the United States 
' applied under the direction of the President of the 


| 1806, an appropriation was made of the 


After an ineffectual attempt by Mr. Hamun to 
get the yeas and nays, the vote was taken by tel- 
lers, and decided jn the affirmative. 

Thus the House agreed to strike out the section, 

Mr. HAMLIN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and — the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted—yeas 83, 
nays 59. 

So the House reconsidered the vote just taken, 

A message in writing was received from the 
President ofthe United States, by the hands of his 
private secretary, James Knox Walker, Esq. 

[Cries of ** Read, read;’’ “* Oh no, not now.’’} 

The question then recurring on the original prop- 
osition, to strike out (as per amendment of the 
Senate) the section, was taken, and decided in the 
negative—veas 54, nays 100. 

So the Honse fin ul lly y re fused to avcree with the 
Senate in striking out the section. 

The amendments ee all been disposed of, 
the bill was returned to the Senate. 

Senate by A. 
informing the Hlouse 


A message was received from the 
Dickins, Esq., Secretary, 


that, the Vice President be ing absent, the Senate 
had elected the Hon. Mr. Arcuison President pro 
lem. 

RECESS. 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, it was resolved that 
the House take a recess from three to five o’clock. 


RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 


The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
House the following message from the President 
of the United States; which was read: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States: 

I invite your attention to the propriety of making 
an appropriation to provide for any expenditure 
which it may be necessary to make in advance for 
the purpose of settling all our difficulties with the 
Mexican republic. It is my sincere desire to ter- 
minate, as it was originally to avoid, the 
war with Mexico by a peace just and honorable 
to both partie ... itis probable that the chief ob- 
stacle to be surmounted in accomplishing this desi- 
rable object, will be the adjustment of a boundary 
between the two republics, which shall prove sat- 
isfactory and convenient to both, and such as nei- 
ther will hereafter be inclined to disturb. In the 
adjustment of this boundary, we ought to ay a 
fair equivalent for any concessions which m: ay be 
mi ade by Me PxICN. 

Under these circumstances, and considering the 
other complicated questions to be settled by neoo- 
tiation with the Mexican republic, [ deem it im- 
portant that a sum of money should be placed 
under the control of the Executive, to be advanced, 
if need be, to the government of that republic im- 
mediately after their ratification of a treaty. It 
might be inconvenient for the Mexican Govern- 
payment of 
which may be stipulated by this tre ity, until it 
could be ratified by our Senate and an appropria- 
tion to carry it into effect made by Congress. In- 
deed the necessity for this delay ‘micht defeat the 
object altogether. The disbursement of this money 
would of course be accounted for not as secret ser- 
vice money, but like other expenditures. 

Two precedents for such a proceeding exist in 


existin«e r 


| our past history during the Administration of Mr. 


Jefferson, to which I would call your attention. 
On the 26th February, 1803, an act was passed 


| appropriating two millions of dollars ** for the pur- 


pose of defraying any extraordinary expenses 
which may be incurred in the intercourse between 
and foreign nations,’’ **to be 


United States, who shall cause an account of the 


| expenditure thereof to be laid before Congress as 


” and on the 13th of February, 
same 
In neither. case 
actually drawn from the treasury, 


soon as may be; 


amount, and in the same terms. 
was the money 


' and I should hope that the result in this re spect 


might be similar on the present occasion, although 


| the appropriation may prove to be indispensable in 


accomplishing the object. I would, therefore, re- 
commend the passage of a law appropriating two 
millions of dollars, to be placed at the disposal of 
the Executive, for the purpose which I have in- 
dicated. 

In order to prevent all misapprehension, it is my 


| duty to state that, anxious as | am to terminate the | 





save. 
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existing war with the least possible de 
continue to be prosecute 
untl a treaty of peace 


ties and ratified by the 


‘lay, it will 
‘dd with the utmost vigor 
shall be signed by the par- 
Mexican republic. 
JAMES K. POLK, 
Ls46. 

havin , heen conelyde / —_ 
INGERSOLL 


message to the ¢ 


W AasHInGcTon, ducust 8, 
The re adin yr 
Mr. Ws R. 
of the 
Means, with porta bill 
formity with the on of the Pres 
Mr. RATHBUN asked the yeas and nays on 
the motion. He was opposed to any such instruec- 
tions, and wished to record his vote against them. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE » 


message to 


moved the reference 


f Ways and 


a 


‘ommniittee 
instructions to re in cone- 


dent, 


suevcrest 


iaved the reference of the 
the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. S. JONES demanded the previous question, 
The SPEAKER was about to put the questi m 
when 


Mr. DROMGOOLE 


} 
thereon, 


insisted that the motion to 


refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union had prec¢ dence. 

The SPEAKER so decided 

And the question having been taken on the 


motion of Mr. 
affirmative— 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the (Mr. Norris 
of New Hampshire, 

On motion of Mr. 
ceeded to the 
which was again read. 

Whereupon, Mr. MeKAY offered a bill, (for 
the purpose, he said, of carrying into effect the 
recommendation of the President.) 

And the bill was read as follows: 


Dromeoote, and decided in the 


Union, 
in the chair. 


VMcKAY, the committee pro- 


consideration of the said message, 


AN ACT making further provision for the expenses attend 
ing the intercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative 
of the United Stete f America tu Congress ass Med, ‘I ’ 
asum of $2.000,000, in addition to the provision heretofore 
made, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, for the 
purpose of defraying any extraordinary expenses which 
may be incurred in the intercourse between the United 
States and foreign nations, to be paid out of any money in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated, and to be applied 
under the direction of the President of the United States, 
who shall cause an account of the expenditure thereot to 
be laid before Congress as soon as may be. 


Mr. I. E. HOLMES, remarking that there were 
oceasions in the history of nations where nothing 
of personal or party consid rations should be al- 








lowed to interfere with the recommendations of the 
Executive, and that as Congress was about to ad- 
journ, any man would hail with satisfaction any 
prospect of the termination of a war which, how- 
ever righteous in itself, involved the country in the 
expenditure of millions, earnestly invoked the im- 
mediate and favorable decision of the House on the 
ronosition of the President. 

Mr. CARROLL said that he had always under- 
stood that one of the principal causes of the exist- 
ing war, was to obtain the amount of our claims 
upon Di aten, It had been said that she was in- 
debted to us some ten or twe nty millions for for- 
mer spoliations on American property. We were 
now at war to get this money from the Mexican 
Government, and what necessity could there be for 
advancing to her two millions more? For what 
urpose was this money wanted? Did she want 

till more than all she owed us—a debt so just that 
we hs ad b een asked to go to war to ob te un it: f Had 
not the Executive already at his disposal all the 
indebtedness of the Mexican Government to nego- 
tiate terms of peace or cone essions, as he under- 
stood the message from once hearing it read in a 
Hall? Must Coneress go still furthe r?. Where 

was the necessity of this money, unt less it was to 
carry out the ambitious views of the Executive for 
the enlargement of our territory beyond its rightful 
bounds? That was the obvious object of this mes- 
Two millions to negotiate a peace! and thus 


Y 
i 
S 


| to getthe payment of a debt of ten or twenty mil- 


lions, after going tow - and voting ten millions to 
conquer peace? To Mr C., itlooked very much as 
if this money was wi ied to purchase California, 
and a large portion of Mexico to boot. Mr. C. 
would not trust the President with this large ap- 
propriation of money, unless he should tell us be- 
forehand what it was for. 

He was aware that we were now at the heel of 
the session; but why was it that this message was 
delayed to the last day? Was it to avoid discus- 


sion? And could it be possible that, when a great 





ee 


Rial ee 


ore: 





as THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


subject like this was brought forward, the Repre- 
sentatives of the people would qfiietly submit to 
vote this power in the discretion of the Executive, 
and dispose of it blindfold, because they had not 
time to examine and discuss it?) They could pro- 
long the session at pleasure, ‘They were the Rep- 
resentatives of the nation, and had the termination 
of the session at their own disposal; and we re they 
to grant millions at the mere beck of the Execu- 
tive, Without examination, whenever he chose to 
deimand the money, and then go home and tell 
their constituents that there was not time to dis- 
cuss it? The President told Coneress in this mes- 
sage that he was now as anxious to restore peace 
as he had formerly been to avoid war. The na- 
tion was competent to judge, and in good time 
would pronounce theu judgme nt upon the anxiety 
of the President to avoid war, and by that rule 
would judge of the sincerity of his pretended anx- 
lety for peace. Mr. C 
me for peace, and would sustain the President in 
any honorable means of obtaining it; but he was 
not willing to vote two millions, under the pretext 
a peace, to be expended in buying terri- 
tory at the South, 


- WAS @S anxious a8 any 


of buying 
If we were contending for our 
ust rights only, we could get them by what had 


been already provided, and by a credit of some of 


the millions which Mexico already owed us, with- 
out these additional millions, to be expended ina 
way unknow noor wpe x plate d. 


Mr. R. CHAPMAN moved that the committee 


rise 


Which motion having prevailed, the committee 
ro 


Mir. McK AY offered a resolution in the usual 
terms, providing that all debate on the said bill 


should cease at three o’clock, and he demanded 
the previous question, 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table, and asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. , ; 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to a question of order. 
The House had referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union a message from 
the President of the United States. The committee 
r¢ ported that it had had that messave under con- 
sideration, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 
Technically speaking, therefore, the House could 
have nu knowledge of such a bill as was spoken of 
in the resolution, or of the fact that it was the 


intention of the committee to report it. 


Mr. McK AY (to obviate the objection) would 
(he said) substitute the words **message of the 
President,’’ for the word * bill.”’ 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Winrurop, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Ashmun, Brinkerhoff, Buffing 
ton, Carroll, Clarke, Cranston, Garrett Davis, John Ht Ew 
ing, Edwin H. Ewing, Garvin, Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, 
Harper, E. B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hub- 
bard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Leib, 
Lewis, MeClean, McHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, 
Moseley, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Sev 
erance, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Benjamin Thomp 
son, ‘Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Win- 
throp, Wood, and Wright—4. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Stephen Adams, 
Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, 
lames Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brocken 
brough, Burt, Joon H. Campbell, Renben Chapman, Chase, 
Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cuminins, Cunningham, 
Daniel, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ells- 
worth, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Gordon, Graham, 
Grider, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, Isaac 
EE. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, 
James H, Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Sea 
born Jones, Kaufman, Lawrence, Leake, La Sere, Long, 
Lumpkin, Maciay, MeClelland, McClernand, McConnell, 
MeCrate, James McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Bark 
ley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, 
Payne, Pendleton, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, 
Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Scammon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leonard H, Sims, Simpson, Stanton, Strohm, Sykes, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, 
Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Woodward, Woodworth, 
Young, and Yost—10®. 





So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY modified the resolution so as to 
read two o’clock, and demanded the previous ques- 
tion: which was seconded. 

On ordering the main question to be now taken, 

Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL asked the yeas and 
nays: which were ordered. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the resolution, as 
modified, be laid on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Benton, Blanch- 
ard, Brinkerhoff, Buffington, William W. Campbell, Car- 
roll, John G. Chapman, Clarke, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, 
Garrett Davis, Dromgoole, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, 
Graham, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hil- 
lard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hub- 
bard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, Danicl P. King, Preston King, Leib, 
Lewis, Levin, Long, James McDowell, McHenry, Mc- 
Iivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Pollock, Ram- 


BE. 


sey, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, | 


Runk, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Stewart, 
Strohm, Benjamin Thompson, Trumbo, Vinton, Wheaton, 
White, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, afl Young—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quiney Adams, Stephen Adams, 
Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, Biggs, James Black, James A. 
Black, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Burt, Reuben Chapman, 
Cimse, Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, Cun- 
ningham, Daniel, Dobbin, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ells- 
worth, Erdinan, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Giles, Gordon, Haral- 
son, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, 
Hough, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, James H. Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Leake, 
La Sere, Lumpkin, McClean, McClelland, MeClernand, 
MeConnell, MeCrate, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley 
Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, 
Payne, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, 


| Sawtelle, Scammon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 


Simpson, Stanton, Sykes, James Thompson, Jacob Thomp 
son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, 
Woodward, and Woodworth—85. , 

So the resolution, as modified, was not laid on 
the table. 

And the question then recurred, ‘* Shall the main 
question be now taken ?”’ 

After some conversation as to a modification of 
the resolution, which could only be effected by 
unanimous consent, and which was not obtained, 
the question was taken, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bed- 
inger, Biggs, James A. Black, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Burt, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dobbin, Dunlap, Edsall, 
Filsworth, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Giles, Gordon, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hough, Edmund W. Hubard, James B. Hunt, 
Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew John- 
son, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Lawrence, Leake, La Sere, 
Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, MeClernand, McConnell, Me- 
Crate, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Payne, Perry, Phelps, Pills- 
bury, Reid, Ritter, Sawtelle, Scammon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leonard H. Sims, Stanton, St. John, Sykes, James Thomp- 
son, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Wentworth, 
Wick. Williams, Woodward, and Woodworth—®2. 

NAYS—Mesars. Join Quincey Adams, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Barringer, Bell, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Buffington, Carroll, 
John G. Chapman, Clarke, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Gar- 
rett Davis, Dockery, Dromgoole, Edwin H. Ewing, Graham, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, John 
W. Houston, 8. D. Hubbard, Hudson, W. Hunt, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Leib, 
Lewis, Long, James McDowell, McHenry, Mclivaine, Mil- 
ler, Moseley, Pendleton, Pettit, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, 
Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Stephens, Stewart, 
Strohm, Benjamin Thompson, ‘Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, 
Wheaton, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wright, Young, and 


Yost—6&. 

So the House decided that the main question 
should now be taken. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the House adjourn, 
and asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were—yeas 10, nays 134. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And the guestion recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 

Mr. LEAKE moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. ASHMUN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER (the chair being occupied by 
Mr. Tipparrs, pro tem.) ruled the motion of Mr. 
Leake out of order, on the ground that the House 
had ordered the main question to be now taken. 

The question again recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 

Mr. WINTHROP asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Whilst these proceedings had been going on, 
time had not stood still, and the finger of the clock, 
steadily pursuing its ‘lonely round,’’ indicated 
that the hour of two—at which the debate (under 
Mr. McKay’s resolution) was to be terminated— 
had arrived. 

So Mr. G. DAVIS raised the question of order, 
that, the hour of two having elapsed, it was not in 
order to entertain a resolution providing that debate 
should terminate at a time that was past. 

The SPEAKER decided the resolution to be in 
order. 

Mr. McKAY. I rise to inquire of gentlemen 
who commenced this struggle, whether they will 
state what time they require for debate ? 


{Several voices: ‘* Who commenced it ?”’} 


eebiceae 
Mr. TOOMBS. So far as I am concerneq I 
intend to know something about the matter bef, 
I vote for this bill. 

Mr. S. JONES. Well, go into committee, and 
we will let you know. 1 

The SPEAKER interposed to order, 

Mr. WINTHROP, (to the Chair.) Is jr jp 
order to answer the inquiry of the gentleman fro, 
North Carolina, [Mr. McKay.} 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, 

Mr. WINTHROP. If it were so, | should be 
glad to answer the gentleman’s inquiry, : 

Mr. G. DAVIS insisted on his point of order 
that the time was past. , 

The SPEAKER said that the Chair considereq 
the resolution as equivalent to an instruction to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to vote on the message without debate. (But the 
Chair was not aware of any provision in the Con. 
stitution of the United States which prevented the 
House from doing impossible things if it chose, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, and I ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a point of order, 
Has the Chair a right to decide upon the construc. 
tion of a proposition that will come up in com. 
mittee ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not decided 
upon the construction. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN rose to a point of order, 
Could this*question be raised at this time? [t 
might arise in committee in the execution of the 
order. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have appealed from the de. 
cision of the Chair; and I have demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. I understand the gent\ 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] as asking the 
Chair for a construction of the resolution. — 

The SPEAKER said no. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. I understand the Chair as 
deciding that the resolution terminates debate, 

The SPEAKER. That is only the opinion of 
the Chair, not its decision. The decision is, that 
the resolution is in order. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN. I rise to a point of or- 
der. If abstract questions of order can be raised 
in this manner, and the Speaker is to be required 
to decide them, where is the matter to end? I sub- 
mit that this is not the time to raise the question 
of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in or- 
der. The question is on the appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. What is the decision? 

The SPEAKER. That the resolution is in or- 
der. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. I do not understand any- 
body as saying it is out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Davis] says so. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. I deny the right of the 
Chair to put a construction on the resolution. 

Mr. CONSTABLE. I call for the reading of 
the resolution. 

The Clerk read it again. 

Mr. CONSTABLE. Does that resolution mean 
2a. m. or2 p. m.? 

Mr. COBB. I rise to inquire whether a point 
of order, as to a resolution being in order, can be 
or ought to be entertained by the Chair after the 
House has decided that the main question shall be 
now taken? I think that the Chair is wrong in en- 
tertaining the point of order, and wrong, therefore, 
in entertaining the appeal. 

Mr. G. DAVIS. Would it be in order to move 
so to amend the resolution as to provide that de- 
bate should terminate at 2 o’clock yesterday ? 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON. Well, that’s a smart 
idea. 

The SPEAKER, (replying to Mr. G. Davis’s 
inquiry.) It will not be in order to move an 
amendment of any kind. 

The question is, ‘Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 

Mr. CONSTABLE. Is it in order to offera 
resolution terminating debate at an hour that Is 

ast? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in order. 

{Loud cries for the question. ] 

Mr. McKAY. I shall take my own course—— 

[Several voices: Well take it, and stick to it.] 

Mr. McKAY, (continuing.) I move that the 


e 


rom 


, resolution be laid on the table. 
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The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order. 


Some conversation, rather excited, followed be- | 


tween Mr. TOOMBS and Mr. COBB, as to what 
the latter gentleman had said on the point of order 
_Mr. Toomss asserting that Mr. Coss had 
made a remark which that gentleman asserted he 
had not made, a 

Mr. BIGGS. Is it in order to move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. McKAY. I move that the resolution and 
the appeal be laid on the table. Is that in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

(The SPEAKER of the House again resumed 
the chair. } 

Mr. TOOMBS demanded the yeas and nays on | 
the motion of Mr. McKay; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

yEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Stephen Adams, 
Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, | 
Bell. Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Blaneh- 
ard. Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Buflington, 
Wiliam W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Reuben | 
Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Constable, Cranston, Crozier, 
Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Dobbin, Dromgoole, Duniap, Edsall, Erdman, Edwin H. 
Ewing, Faran, Garvin, Giles, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, 
Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harmanson, Harper, Henley, 
Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Isaac E. Holmes, Hough, Ed- 
mund W. Hubard, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Jo- 
sep R. Inge rsoll, Jenkins, Joseph H. Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Daniel P. King, Preston King, 
Lawrence, Leake, Leib, Lewis, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClean, McClelland, MeClernand, James Mc Dowell, Mc- 
Kay. Marsh, John P. Martin, Miller, Moseley, Moulton, Ni- 
ven, Owen, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, Rathbun, Reid, Rhett, 
Ritter, Julius Rockwell, Sawtelle, Seammon, Schenck, 
Seaman, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 
Truman Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Stewart, St.John, 
Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Benjamin Thompson, Jas. Thomp 
son, Thurman, Toombs, Towns, Trumbo, Vinton, Went- | 
worth, Wheaton, White, Wick, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood- | 
ward, Wright, and Yost—123. 

NAYS—Messrs. Burt, John G. Chapman, Cobb, Dockery, 
Douglass, Ellsworth, Gordon, Hoge, Hopkins, Join W. | 
Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Andrew Johnson, 
Kaufinan, La Sere, MeConnell, MeCrate, McHenry, Mcll- 
vaine, Barkley Martin, Morse, Payne, Perry, Stanton, Jacob 
Thompson, and ‘Tibbatts—25. 


So the resolution and appeal were laid on the 
table. 

Whereupon, Mr. McK AY offered another reso- 
lution, providing that all debate on the said mes- 
save shall terminate in two hours after it shall 
again have been taken up in committee. And he 
demanded the previous question. 

Mr. CARROLL. Will it be in order to move 


that no member shall speak more than fifteen min- | 
| 


ules 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not; for | 
there is arule of the House which prescribes the | 


tuume. 

The question was then taken on the demand of 
Mr. McKay for the previous question. 

And there was a second. The main question 


was ordered, and, being taken, the resolution was | 


adopted. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House again | 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union, (Mr. Norris, of New Hamp- 
shure, in the chair.) 


It wanted now only fifteen minutes to the time | 


of recess. 

So Mr. McKAY proposed that the message of 
the President should not be taken up until after the 
recess, and that the committee should spend the 
short intervening space on such appropriation bills 
as were yet pending on questions of amendment 
between the two Houses. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL not hearing (in the con- | 


fusion of the Hall) the precise purport of Mr. Mc- 
Kay’s suggestion, rose in dissent. 

Mr. McKAY explained. I simply propose that 
the two hours allotted for the debate on the Presi- 
dent’s message shall commence at five o’clock— 
afier the recess. I admit that the question is an 
important one, and that it is right that some time 
should be allowed for discussion. But I propose 
to occupy the short space between this hour and 
the hour of recess in the consideration of the 


amendments of the Senate to the Military Acade- | 


my bill. 
(Cries all around, ‘*Good—agreed; now we un- 
derstand,”’ &e.] 
WEST POINT ACADEMY. 


So the committee took up the amendments of 


the Senate to this bill; which were yet undisposed 
of, when— 


The hour of three having arrived, the committee 
rose, and the House took a recess until five o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION, 

The House resumed its session in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union at five 
o’clock; (but a very small portion of a quorum, 
however, was present.) 

On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, the Committee 
rose, with the view of taking up and disposing of 
Senate bills. ; 

The bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to issue letters of marque and reprisals was 
twice read, and, on motion of Mr. Mch AY, refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. ” 

The bill amendatory of the postage law was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

The bill relative to the duties of Commissioner 
of Patents came up, and Mr. OWEN having pro- 
posed a substitute therefor, was passed by infor- 
mally. 

Amendments of the Senate to sundry House bills 
were taken up, read, and concurred in, viz: 

A bill to establish an additional land office in the 
| Territory of lowa. 

A bill for the relief of James Gee. 

A bill granting certain lands to the Territory of 
Iowa, to aid in the improvement of the navigation 
of the Des Moines river, in said Territory. 

A bill to attach to the Fort Wayne land district 
certain tracts of land lying within the limits of that 
district, which are not now attached to any dis- 
trict. : 

Joint resolution directing the payment of certain 
volunteers and militia called out by General Gaines, 
&e. 

A bill for the relief of Wiley B. Parnell. 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Conant. 

A bill declaratory of the powers, and legalizing 
certain acts, of the chief clerk of the Patent Office. 

A bill making copies of papers certified by the 
Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of 
Representatives legal evidence. 

A bill for the relief of Smith, Thurber, & Co., 
of New York. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Sheldon B. 
Hayes. 

So these bills and resolutions have finally passed. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill from the 

|, Senate to provide for the more effectual publica- 
tion of the laws of the United States, reported the 
same with amendments. 
The bill and amendments were read. 
After some conversation by several gentlemen, 

Mr. BOYD demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered—being first on an amendment of Mr. G. 
Davis, to insert the words ** in newspapers havin 
the largest number of subscribers.”’ 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; and, 
being taken upon this amendment, resulted—yeas 
60, nays 79. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The amendments reported by Mr. Ratusun 
were then agreed to. 

And the bill was ordered to be engrossed, read 
a third time, and passed. 

Mr. ASHMUN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, asked leave to report a bill from the Senate 
to establish an additional land office in Michigan, 

' and to provide for the sale of the mineral! lands. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. A. moved a suspension of the rules for its 
| reception; negatived: Ayes 81, noes 48—two-thirds 
| not voting therefor. 

Mr. VINTON asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution 
providing that no member shall speak more than 
fifteen minutes on the President’s message received 
this day. 

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, moved to amend 
so as to limit to ten minutes. 
|| Mr. VINTON accepted the amendment, and 
|| modified his resolution accordingly; and, in this 
| form, it was agreed to. 
' 


a 
o 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


| On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House then re- | 
\| solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 
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state of the Unign, (Mr. Norais in the chair,) and 
took up the amendments of the Senate to the bill 
appropriating for the support of the Military Acad- 
emy at West Point. 

‘The amendments of the Senate having been dis- 
posed of, : 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the committee rose, 
and reported its action. 

Mr. Melt AY de mande d the pre vious question, 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered. 

The amendment providing for a board of visiters 
to attend the annual examination of the Academy 
was concurred in—avyes 62, noes 50. . 

The other amendments having been disposed of, 
some by concurrence, and othe rs by non-concur- 
rence, the bill was returned to the Senate. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The amendments of the civil and diplomatic bill 
haying been returned from the Senate, with a mes- 
save that the Senate tnsisted on their amendments 
disagreed to by the House, 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House insist, and 
that a committee of conference be appointed. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved that the House 
rece de, 

This motion, having precedence, was first put, 
and rejected—ayes 51, noes S80. 

The House then insisted, and a committee of 
conference was appointed. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union resumed its session, (Mr. Norris in the 
chair.) 


MESSAGE——FOREIGN INTERCOURSE. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY the committee pro- 
ceeded under the resolution just adopted, limiting 
the time for debate of each member to ten minutes, 
to the consideration of the President’s message, 
and of the following bill, introduced this morning 
by Mr. McKay: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repres entatives of 
the United States of America in Coneress ussemb/ied, That 
a sum of $2,000,000, in addition to the provision heretofore 
made, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, for the put 
pose of defraying any extraordinary expenses which may be 
incurred in the intercourse between the United States and 
foreign nations, to be paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and to be apphed under the 
direction of the President of the United States, who shall 
cause an account of the expenditure thereof to be laid before 
Congress as soon as may be. 


Mr. WHITE said that his object in rising to 
address the committee was twofold. According to 
the practice and usage of this House, (said he,) I 
shall claim the privilege of publishing, at some 
future day (in case I shall deem it advisable) re- 
marks upon those momentous questions which 
have been so unwisely and injudiciously acted 
upon, and, for the present at least, decided by this 
House and the present Congress. My efforts to 
obtain the floor while they were under discussion 
were unvailing; had it been otherwise, I should 
then, as I shall in my published remarks, denounce 
the measure as fraught with more mischief and 
positive evil to the people of this country than 
any man has ability to estimate or comprehend: 
measures which are destined to uproot and over- 
turn all the present business relations of this Union: 
inflicting upon the laboring community suffering 
and misery incalculable—upon the enterprising 
and industrious, revolution and ruin in their varied 
pursuits, and sadness and sorrow uponall. Those 
measures are revolutionary in their character. 
The revenue bill, subtreasury, and warehouse bills 
are all theoretical—experiments upon the deepest 
and dearest interests of the people of this Republic; 
experiments which wise and prudent men would 
never make; experiments which shake the confi- 
dence of men in the stability of this Union, if they 
do not shake the very foundations of the Union 
itself. Experiments which would have cost any 
monarch in Europe his crown, if not his head. 

Within the time allowed me, (Mr. W. proceed- 
ed to say,) I desire to state that it is my intention 
to publish some remarks which I intended to have 
made upon this Mexican war—a war, in my judg- 
ment, unnecessary, uncalled for, and wholly un- 
justifiable; offensive in its inception, and I fear of 
conquest and subjugation in its ending. The Pres- 
ident, in his message to this House, on the llth 
of May last, has furnished abundant evidence that 
this war was projected, planned, and provoked 
long before any counsel or assistance was asked or 
required from Congress. It was the act of the 
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President himself, and he has furnished the proof 
in that document; yet this House furnished him 
with ample means to conduct and carry on hostili- 


ties; fifty thousand men and thirty millions of 
money were promptly voted to sustain him in this 
undertaking, which all good men must consider as 


unjust, inglorious, and wicked; but, inasmuch as 
hostilities existed, and our army was in imminent 
eri, the causes we re overlooked, and con equence > 
efi to therr course. And now,sir, we come to the 
subject before u the message of the President 


and the billa proprimaune, as recommended by that 


message, two millions of dollars; and for what pur- 
pose ; Why, sir, to buy a peace, Is that true? 
tlas not the President any e powel to conclude a 
peace with Mexico if she demands or desires one? 
1 the mode of warfare to be changed from fighting 
to purchasing? Who is to be bought And what 


: : ' 
evidence have we that anybody or thing Js pul 


chasable? Is this to be a corruption fund in the 
hands of the President, to use at his pleasure and 
discretion Sir, | have no confidence in this ap- 
p ion. We have no evidence before us of its 
heed ity, bo ibtormation oF i1tsu e or application; 
we nre in thi dar} . and required to vote in the 
dark, or be chareed with Op} n measures of 
ponee If there is the slightest prospect of peace, 
ais lin mer or tut ray ol that heavenly ri eh 

r, Why could it not have been communicated to 
this House I repeat, sir, | have no confidence in 
this appheation for money; territory | What is 

ul ht after, and I cannot give my sanetion to tits 
appropriation, unless the bill now upon your table 
shall be so amended as to forever pre clude the pos- 

lity of extending the limits of slavery. And I 
‘ Pion rentiemen on the othe r side of the Liouse 
to brine forward such amendments as shall effect- 
ually prevent the further aequi ition of territory, 
wh h may bee ‘ iused hy the adoption ol that lil- 
Stitution. q ( Jl upon the other side of the House 
to propose such an amendment, not only as an 


evidence of their desire to restrain that institution 

within its constitutional limits, butasa vuaranty 

thy and faithfully apply 

the fu d 280 fener yusly piace d?in his hands lo the 
j 


ene pecified in hi rhit we, 

Mr. WINTHROP said that he should follow 
the example of his friend from New York, {| Mr. 
Wiuutre,}] and confine himself to a brief statement 
of his views, reserving to himself the privilege of 


that the President will hone 


amplifying and enforcing them hereafter. ‘The 
Administration and its friends had thought fit 
during the present session to frame more than one 
of their most lmporta t measures, SO as to leave 
their opponents ina false position whichever way 
they voted. ‘There were two things which he had 
not imacined, in advance, that any circumstances 
could have constrained him to do, and from which 
he would ladly have een spared. One of them 
WAS, to orive vote which might appr ur to lend an 
approving sanction toa war which had been caused 
by the anne’ tion of Te Kas: the other Was to lve 
a vote which might appear like an opposition to 
the earl re Mion Of peace, ¢ ther with Mex 
reo or any other Power on earth. But he must 
let anne ee take care of themselves. He was 
not here to pronounce opinions either upon the 
] f i rte ‘ 1 | | mr thre wirases of a Preside it’s 
rie ve, tle was here to vote on substantial pro- 
\ ns of law, proposed with a view to their prac- 
tical interpretation and execution. One of these 
votes he had eiven already, under circumstances 
which were familiar to the Hlouse and to the coun- 
try. He believed it then, and he believed it now, 
upon the most deliberate reflection, to be the best 
vote which the case admitted. And now, he 
rreatly feared, that he was about to be compelled 


to give the other of these abhorrent vo 


! ) tes, lle 
could vot and would not vote for this bill as it now 
sto od, 

What wasthe bill? A bill to place two millions 
of dollars at the disposal of the President “ for any 


extraordinary emergencies which might arise out 
of our intercourse with foreign nations.”’ Nota 
word about peace. Not a word about Mexico. 
Not a syllable about the disputed boundaries on 
the Rio Grande. It was a vote of unlimited con- 
fidence in an Administration, in which, he was 

rryv to say, there was very little confidence to be 
placed. They might employ this money towards 
buying California, or buying Cuba, or buying 
Yueatan, or buying the Sandwich Islands, or buy- 
ing any other territory they might fancy in either 
hemisphere. If we turned to the message of the 
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President, it was hardly more satisfactory. Noth- 
ing could be more evident than that this appropria- 
tion was asked for as the earnest money for a pur- 
chase of more territory. ‘The message expressly 
stated that 1t was to be used in part payment for 
any concessions which Mexico might make to us. 
The President already had the claims of our citi- 
zens to deal with, to the amount of three millions 
or more. LTlere were two millions more to be 
placed in his hands, in cash. What was to be the 
whole payment, for which five millions of dollars 
were wanted as anadvance? And where was this 
territory to be? The message, as if not willing to 
leave us wholly in the dark, had pointed expressly 
to the example of 1803, to the purchase of Lowt- 
siana; and this very bill (as Mr. W. understood ) 
had been comed verbatim from the act by which 
that purehase was indirectly sanctioned. ‘The 
Pre sident has thus ealle d upon us, in languare not 
to be misunderstood, to sanction, in advance, a 
new and indefinite acquisition of southern territory. 
‘To such an acquisition he (Mr. W.) was opposed. 
lie had said heretofore, and he repeated now, that 
he was uncompromisimgly Oppose d to extending 
the slaveholding territory of the Union. He want- 
ed no more territory of any sort, but of this we 
had more than enough already. 

He cordially re sSponae d to the President’s de- 
sires to brine abouta just and honorable peace at 
the earliest moment. Nothing would give him 
more real satisfaction than to join in a measure 
honestly proposed for that purpose. He did not 
grudge the payment of the two millions. He 
would appropriate twenty millions for the legitt- 
mate purposes of a treaty of peace without a mo- 
ment’s hesitation. And he suil hoped that this 
measure might assume a shape in which he could 
give it his support. Limit the discretion of the 
President to a settlement of those boundaries which 
have been the subject of dispute. Hold him to his 

ilemn pledges, twice repeated, that he would be 
ready at all umes to settle the existing differences 
between the two countries on the most liberal 
terms. Give him no countenance in his design to 
take advantage of the present war, to force Mexico 
into the surrender, or even the sale, of any of her 
provinces, If anybody wants a better harbor on 
the Pacific, let him wait ull it can be aequired with 
less of national dishonor. But whatever else you 
do or omit, give us at least to be assured that this 
appropriation is not to be applied to the annexa- 
tion of another ‘Texas, or even to the purchase of 
another Louisiana. [Here the hammer fell.] 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL hailed the rainbow of 


veace, from whatever quarter itcame, whether from 
the North or South, the East or the West. It was 
the duty of the President to make peace whenever 
he could; but the particular cireurstances of this 
particular war rendered it espe cially incumbent on 
all branches of the Government to unite with the 
President in making peace, as they had united in 
making war. His opinion had always been, that 
the annexation of Texas was the first step to war. 
But we now had a sugevestion on the part of the 
President of the United States, which indicated 
hat he believed he could make peace on honorable 


terms, if Congress would furnish him the means; 4 


and Mr. Ll. was in favor of granting them. 

In conclusion, he offered a substitute for the 
bill, [which will be found at a subsequent stage of 
our report. | 

Mr. GRIDER had always believed this war un- 
necessary; and should hold the Administration 
re sponsil le for all its evils. He had voted in this 
view for the appropriation for the war, and he 
should vote for this which looked to peace, hold- 
ing the President responsible for its use in making 
peace, and for the character of that peace. He 
knew there were well-founded apprehensions as to 


the manner in which this money would be ex- 
vended, but he argued that the fact that the Presi- 
lent might abuse his power was no ground for 
withholding this appropriation. ‘The country were 
all desirous of peace. 


Mr. WILMOT regretted that the President had 
not disclosed his views. He disliked to act in the 
dark on this or any subject. If this had been 
done, and it had been inexpedient to have received 
and deliberated upon it publicly, they might have 
cone into secret session. He would vote for this 
appropriation in case the amendment he intended 
to offer was adopted. He disagreed with some of 
his friends that this was an unnecessary war; he 
believed it a necessary and proper war. He be- 


. _ Aug. S, 


lieved it not to be a war of conquest; if so, 
opposed to it now and hereafter. If this eo a 
was now to be forced into such a war he ae 
nounced it against the spirit of the av¢ a 

holy precepts of our religion; he was opp 


| 
ne y 


ainst t 
: . ed to it 
in every form and shape. But he trusted i: w.. 


Let 


not to be a war of conquest. He trusted tha: , _ 
President was sincerely ready to negotiate he 
honorable peace. “ig 


out the President asked for two millions of aq) 
lars for concessions which Mexico was to yal. 
We claim the Rio Grande as our boundary—th}»+ 
was the main cause of the war. Are we now », 
purchase what we claim as a matter’ of rich: 
Certainly she was not to be paid for the debt sh 
owes our citizens. 

Mr. W. took it, therefore, that the Presiden: 
looked to the acquisition of territory in that quar. 
ter. To this he had no objection, provided it we at 
done on proper conditions. On the contrary, jy 
was most earnestly desirous that a portion of ter 
ritory on the Pacific, including the bay of San F; - 
gisco, should come into our possession by fair a 
honorable means, by purchase or negotiation—y 
by conquest. 

But whatever territory might -be acquired, he 
declared himself opposed, now and forever, to the 
extension of this * peculiar institution” that be. 
longs tothe South. He referred to the annexation 
of ‘Texas, and to his affirmative vote on the prop- 
osition connected with it at this session; he was 
for taking it as it was; slavery had already been 
established there. But if free territory comes in, 
God forbid that he should be the means of plant 
ing this institution upon it. 

He concluded by offering the amendment (whieh 
will be found below) providing against the estab- 
lishment of slavery, or involuntary servitud 
any territory which may be acquired. 

Mr. HUNT, of New York, was opposed to the 


bill, but was in favor of peace. He wished the 


ma 


She 


Executive not to throw over his actions and de- 

signs a false coloring. Mle referred to the Presi- 

dent’s action in the conduct of the war, chareing 

him with having intended war, and conimenced 

action towards it, before he heard of the com- 

mencement of hostilities. This message confirmed 
the impression that the object of the Executive 
was the extension of our territory south by fai 
means or by foul. Was it supposed that Mexico 
intended to fight us, and that this $2,000,000 was 
necessary to bring her to terms? If the President 
desired peace on honorable terms with reference to 
the difficulties that then existed, Mr. H. would 
support him; but he was opposed to the acquisi- 
tion of California, unless upon the terms proposed 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania; the attempt 
to bring it in as slave territory would tend to a 
dissolution of the Union. He concluded by giving 
notice of an amendment. 

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, then obtained the 
floor, and said, that when the President’s com 
munication, asking for an appropriation to enable 
him to open negatiations with Mexico, and to 
facilitate the conclusion of hostilities, was present- 
ed to the House, he was thrilled with delight; tliat 
he hailed as a propitious omen the rainbow of 
peace, Which again was brightening on our horizon, 
and promised the restoration of peace between the 
two Republics; that these feelings were not the 
result of those considerations which the genile- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Griper] seemed to 
imagine had actuated the President in asking 
the appropriation. That gentleman professed to 
think that the Government had grown tired of the 
war, and had discovered that it was unpopular, 
and hence his disposition to sue for peace. 

Mr. 8S. said that the gentleman was mistaken 
both in his supposition of facts and motives. The 
war was not unpopular, nor had the Government 
any reason to be tired of its prosecution. No 
measure was ever more popular, and the impulses 
of the people, if unrestrained, would sweep Mex- 
ico like a tornado. The motives of the Executive 
were other than those supposed by the gentleman. 
They were of a high and humane character, far 
above what had been supposed. The Executive 
was desirous of restoring peace. 

Mr. S. continued his remarks, urging consider- 
ations why the appropriation should be made; 
denying the policy of secret sessions of the House 
of Representatives; that the President should not 
consult the House on questions of negotiation OF 

‘upon terms of proposed treatics. He regretted 
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that t the gentleman bien Sanihebvenhs (Mr, Wi - 
i} had chosen to mingle with the question the 
exe iting topic of slavery by the amendment which 
he had introduced; that he (Mr. S.) regarded the 
qvitation of that subject as premature, and not 
prope! rly connected with the appropriation asked 
for at this time. If this amendment should be 
adopted, he would be constrained to vote against 
th pill. He feared it was offered to defeat the 
appr priation. He regretted the factious 
con manifested. Those who had denounced the 
var as unjust, unnecessary, and unconstututional, 
put - .d nevertheless voted millions of mone y and 
th sands of men for its prosecution, and intrusted 

hese » prep arations of men and money to the dis- 

cretion of the Executive to ware war, were now 
unwilling to vote two millions for the purpose of 
It seemed to be a hard matter to please 
When war is proposed, they are for 

ace; and when peace is proposed, they are stren- 

yous for the prosecution of the war. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said he had as sin- 
cere a desire for peace as the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Sims;] but he desired not only an 
honorable pec ace, but at 8 same time a peace just 
to Mexico. ‘his war (said Mr. D.) was begun 
wantonly, and in viol oie of the Constitution, by 
the President; and upon what pretexts? ‘That 
Mexico owed our citizens money, which she would 
not pay, and refused to re ceive our Minister to set- 
tle and establish the proper boundary line between 
her territo ries and the State of Texas. Now : sir, 
Jam, and have been at all times, for peace, upon 
the basis of the satisfaction of these claims and the 
recognition of the proper boundary-line by her. 
When we made war upon Mexico, the country 
between the desert west of the Nueces and the Rio 
Grande was exclusively in her possession, governed 
by her laws and officers, and as rightfully hers as 
Matamoros itself. We have despoiled her of it in 
this aggressive war, and now hold possession of it 
by the sword. Iam for the purchase, upon full 
and fair consideration, of the country east of the 
Rio Grande which belongs to Mexico, or, if she 
refuses to sell it, for its restitution to her. At the 

ie time, | am for a her to pay to us every 
daim which is valid by the laws of nations, and 
for holding possession up to the Rio Grande until 
she makes this satisfaction. When the President 
li licates a purpose to m: ike peace u jpon this hon- 
orable and just basis, I will vote him all sums ne- 
cessary to enable him to negotiate it; and I think it 
ishis high duty to take the initiative towards it. 
* : the settlement of the terms of such a peace, the 
President might, I think, wisely and justly stipu- 
late = assumption of the pay ment of the claims of 
our citizens against her, in consideration of the 
cession by Mexico of the country east of the Rio 
Grande, which rightfu lly be longs to her. For this 
proper adjustment of our difficalties with Mexico, 


MoT | 


Opposti- 


neace. 


ventlemen. 





dollars, or any other sum. 


OW e negotiated a peace with E neland to terminate 
the last war without the extraordinary measure of 
voting the President a large Sum of money to pro- 
cure it; and no such preliminary has ever been 
resorted to for the obtainment of peace from any 
nation or people cag which we have been at war. 
What prompts the President now to propose it? 
What are his lean s: and how does he intend to 
use it?) He asks us to clothe him with this large 
and certainly somewhat secret trust, and yet he 
does not deien to inform us of his ob jects, and how 

sto be expended. ‘That high functionary has 
as s much confidence in me as I have in him, and if 
he desires 8S my vote to invest him with such a large 


Y 


to use .. 
There isin this 
meets the eye. 


matter, Mr. Chairman, more than 
The true line of policy 1s below the 


President would not require two millions of 


ney power, he must inform me how he intends || 


surface, but is palpable enough when the matter is | 


explore d. The President quotes 


ide 


two precedents. || 
The first was, I believe, voting money to the Pres- || 
nt to enable him to buy peace by the payment of | 


vute to some of the Barbary Powers, when we | 


Were feeble as a nation, and sorely harassed by 
both England and France. Does Mr. Polk intend 


'o follow this precedent? If his object be to pay | 


money to Mexico to purchase peace, I am against 
it. "Thes wonbl bee on ignoble peace, ‘and the proud 
spirit of my c ountrymen woul savelt at a peace so 
meanly obtained. “It would be an indelible stain 
upon the nation. 


The other precedent quoteddy Mr. Polk was the | 
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voting of a large sum of money by Cong 
Mr. Jefferson to enable him to purcha 
This prece dent is not ay 
at war with France, 
ferson. 


ress to 
se Louisiana. 
posite, because we are not 
and neither is Mr. Polk a Jef- 
Sull it isthe key which unlocks the mys- 
Mr. } 


teries of the Executive. Polk, too, wishes to 
obtain the cession of country, and that country is 


California. I should not object to the acquisition 
California, or so much of it as would give us the 
bay of San Francisco, that we might have a good 


port in a temperate latitude on the coast of the 
Pacific; but | should oppose any other mode of ac- 
quisition thana pure hase by fair negotiation, upon 
a proper consideration. Is this what the President 
intends? No,sir; no, sir. His friends avow 
that the design and end of this moveé is to obtain 
California, rightfully or wrons erally >and Mr. 

message dees not conceal i " He tells us, whilst 


and uedne, the 


! 
openry 
i ’ 
p Ile %e 
OI] S 


this overture is made 
hostilities against Mexico are to be most rigor- 
ously prosecuted. In one hand he already bran- 
dishes over weak, distracted, and prostrate Mexico 
the bloody sword; in the other, he 

to place two millions of dollars, that he m 


eXisting 


} ' 
asks Converess 





ivy pre- 
ym 
sent to her and the men who lawlessly rule her, 


the tempting lure, with the alternative of des 
her with war’s havoe. 

The palpable purpose of the Administration and 
its Supporters is, to enlarge the ground which they 
assumed at the beginning of this war; it is to add 
to its objects of obtaining the satisfaction of the 
claims of American citizens and the establishment 
of the boundary line between Mexico and ‘Texas, 
the cession of California. ae large 
al aggrandizement is deemed by Mr. 
necessary to cover up his outrage 
tution in begi Inning the war of his own authority, 
and to form some indemnity for its enormous cost. 
This is to become the gf 


ating 


territori- 
Polk to he 
upon the ¢ 


Sonsti- 


great end of this war, and 
Mr. Polk intends to prosecute it to that achieve- 
ment. His oh y secretive art, to 
vet Congress “9 dged, itself, to ‘that position and his 
line of polic y. He finds the people of Mexico, her 
Government, all her men of position and influence, 
burning with resentment, and implacable in their 
predjudices against us and our Government. ‘The 
men in authority in Mexico are eee and 
venal. Their own strong aversion to tl 
of California is BS tagger sustained by the 
versal feeling her people. ‘The only possible 
mode of overcoming these obstacles is, for Mr. 
Polk to corrupt her Government, to buy with this 
two millions of dollars those who are charged with 
her destinies to betray their trusts, and to dismem- 
ber her.of one of her fairest provinces. 

Is this a national object and national morals 
which befit one who was bred in the that 


oe Would it not 


present ob ject Is 


cession 


uni- 


} 
school 
asks nothing but what Is rig ht? 
be degrading to a great and just p eopl e to reach 
any object by such foul circumvention? ‘The two 
millions, would be but the beginning, the 
price to be paid for the tre aty, the mere signing of the 
contract by the bought officers of Mexico: the consid- 
oo to be paid for California could be provided 
for by the treaty. And, if it requires two mil- 
lions of dollars to } purchase the mere consent to cede, 
what an enormous sum will be 
for California! 

But the President might be baulked in his at- 
tempt to purchase California. 
the Goverment of Mexico mi Ly beso greatas to be 
proof against money. ‘The opposition of the 
ple at present may be so strong as to overawe pll- 
able men in authorit y. Those who would make 
So iniquitious a bargain, might prove double trai- 
tors, by refusing to sign such a treaty after taking 
the consideration to do so; they might be over- 
thrown and hurled from their places by an exas- 
perate xd pe ople before they could comp ete it. But, 
in the event of a failure, from any and all of these 
causes, Mr. Polk has an alternative. He does not 
intend to be satisfied with anything short of Cali- 
fornia, if he can help it. After getting Congress 
to ae his position, that the main object of this 
war i California, if he is foiled in his policy of ob- 
aes it by a foul treaty, the war is to be prose- 
cuted, persevered in, until Mexico is whipped into 
its cession. The obstinacy, the enduring tenacity, 
| the courageous constancy, which sometimes illus- 

trate the Spanish character, may not desert the 
Mexicans in this unequal conflict. The war may 
assume a partisan and guerilla form, and be carr ied 
| on by the great mass of the people. It may drag 
I along with prodigious cost and suffering, and w ith 


too, 


necessary to pay 


pe - 


Che repugnance of 


1215 


but little more glory. What matters all this to 
Mr. He has set his heart upon California. 
Congress has said to him that its acquisition 
creat end of the war—by trea 
further 


Polk! 
is the 
tv, if he can, by the 
‘and, 


Ameri- 


entin a foreign 


' 2% 
rosecution of hostilities, if he must 


as ne saniadhan s have 





, any amount ol 


can blood and treasure is to be 


land to win it 


Mr. ¢ ‘hairman, I commit myself to no such line 
of policy, he Ii avowe d Or imypile d, open or covert, 
If Mr. Polk will persevere, as L have ho doubt he 


will, for 


to Signalize 


sone thy 


Inuing this war 
his administration by the e+ 
California, he will do it at least 


tion of one member of 


) 
time, allieast, ln col 





nquest of 
witheut the sane- 
this House. | 
no such responsibility with him. 

But if his purpose 


vaunted it to be, **to 


will divide 


much 


Mexico a 


at he 


has so 


be what he 
conquer from 


peace,” and if the objects of the war be w 


avowed when he commenced it—the Ceo of 
the claims of our citizens, and the establishment 
of the boundary line between 1 Mex: o and the 

of ‘Texas, and the money asked for be necessary 
to obtain those objec ts, why did he not explieitly 


SaV SO to Conere ss: 


‘l'o be used within this limit, 
I do not 


vote of a single member of 


believe the 
this House would be withheld from the anppropri- 
ation now But it is for an 


much more culpable 


under conside ration. 
"rey" 

ether a 
and to test t 


\ 


altos ferent and 


ie truth of 1d to 
submit an amendment, which | held in my hand, 
the effect of which is to restrict the Presid 
the application of this mone y, to the 
expen ses of ne 


this position, I int 


nt, in 
necessary 
gotlating a treaty with Mexico to 
terminate hostilities upon the basis of her satisfy- 
ing the claims of our citizens, and the 
boundary line between her and ‘Texas. If this 
amendment should prevail, | will vote for the ap- 
propriation, ¢ eiarm 1 will not. IT am wholly 
opposed to whipping Mexico into the cession of 
California, or for our Government 
in the spirit of a Tartar 
posed to buying 


settling 


to despoil her 
1am wholly oy- 
a peace from her at the cost of two 
millions of dollars, or any other sum of money. I 
am willing and anxious that = Pre: 
take the initiative to form a treaty 


! 
horde. 


ident should 
with her upon 
the moderate and just prineip le s which I have in- 
dicated. If Mexico were to reject such a peace, I 
would then go for whipping her into it. i ut my 
word for it, she would never be guilty of that folly. 
And when we thus made an and just 
peace, that would sustain and still further elevate 
our national character in the world, | would go 
for an honest, old-fashioned purchase of Califor- 
nia. 

Mr. ADAMS said, without offering himself an 
amendment to this bill, he would request the gen- 
tleman who proposed it, [Mr. MeKay,] to make 
an amendment declaring that this appropriation of 
money shall be made for the 
ting a peace with Mexico. He should vote for the 
bill most heartily; and in this he differed from his 
colleague [Mr. Winrnrop}| with equal regret to 
that with which he differed from him on the bill 
by which war was declared. He should now vote 
for the bill in any form, but he 


ted to the 
rentieman from North Carolina [Mr. McK ayj to 


honorable 


purpose ot nerotia- 


sugges 


amend the bill so as to specify expressly that the 
money is granted to the Pre sident for the plrpose 
for which he has asked it in bis messagve—that is 
to say, for negotiating peace with Mexico. And, 


with that amendment, he would vote for it even 
without the adoption of the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Wuitmor, | 
object o if which he approve d with his whole heart; 
and he shoul d like to seearesolution of the Llouse 
added, interdicting the President of the United 
States from acquiring any territory which shall be 
the abode of slavery. 

But in making peace with Mexico he did not 
see how it was possible that there should be any 
acquisition on the part of the United States of ter- 
ritory burdened with slaver y, slavery having been 
abolished many years throuzhout the whole of 
Mexico and Texas, and Texas having now been 
annexed to the United States, with the institution 
of slavery confirmed and sanctioned by the Ameri- 
can nation itself. If a xas was, as Mexico 
claimed, a part of that Republic, slave ry is abol- 
ished there; and that is one of the reasons why the 
yar of Texas is a war for the institution of slave- 
ry—a war instituted by Texas herself. If, then, 
in this negotiation’ between the United States and 


the 


\| Mexico, the disputed ground should be finally de- 
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cided to belong to Mexico, a3 she claims, slavery 
is abolished, and Texas, as well as every other 
part of Mexico, is rid of that institution. 

There are no slaves in California—slavery is 
abolished there; and if we were to make peace, and 
in that peace to acquire California, there could be 
no law of slavery established there, unless it was 
article of the treaty itself. This was a 
reason suffictently’ strong to induce him to vote for 
this bill without adding to it what the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania proposed, of which he entirely 
approved. 

Sir, (said Mr. A.,) I shall vote for the bill even 
in the form in which it is proposed, because I wish 


to take 


made an 


it, (and I receive it as refreshing, as the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Hoimes] 
welcomed and held that which was to me in no- 
wise refreshing on the subject of the tariff,) that it 
President to make peace. In 
that I most heartily concur, and | would give 
two millions, and two millions added to that, and I 


is the desire of the 


do not know how much more, if it was necessary, 
for carrying into efiect his purpose of making 
peace, 

Ido not find anything in the message of the 
President which should prevent me from voting 
for the bill as it stands; but that bill does not spe- 
cify the case. It has no reference at all to the 
peace W ith Mexico. ‘The message says it Is for 
of making peace with Mexico; the 
form of the bill is for negotiation with foreign Pow- 
ers. Why, it may be, sir, with England, Spain, 
Cuba—it may be for God knows what. ] want, 
in voting for a large appropriation of the money 
of the people, to be expended by the Executive, a 
full excuse and apology for so doing; and the ob- 
ject of negotiation of peace with Mexico is a full 
and suflicient object for that purpose. Iam wil- 
ling to vote the treasure of the nation for that 


t 


we purpo f 


ol jer 

Sir, it is suggested by a gentleman near me that 
it is not necessary we should make an appropria- 
tion of two millions of dollars for peace with Mex- 
ico. The gentleman who made that observation 
seems desirous of whipping Mexico more than we 
have whipped her. Sir, we have whipped her 
already more than the most cruel task-master ever 
whipped a slave, without cause and without neces- 
rity. [see no reason for whipping Mexico more 
than we have done. And one of the reasons why 
I shall heartily vote for the passage of this bill is, 
that it shows adiflerent spirit; that, instead of whip- 
ping Mexico, the President shows a desire to make 
peace with that Republic. 

Sir, with respect to the cause of the war, or the 
consequences of the war, my opinions are known to 
the House, nor have I changed them since I spoke 
before. But Ido not consider it necessary to enter 
into any consideration of that kind. Whether the 
war be rizht or wrone, we have a war; there is no 
doubt of that. The two nations are at war, if ever 
two nations were at war, and by the laws of war- 
fare we micht invade the whole of Mexico—might 
annex the whole of Mexico, if we were able; and 
that war might be waged under the authority of 
the President of the United States. ‘The peace 
must be made by the Executive; with the negotia- 
tion of the peace this House has nothing to do; 
but let me not be misunderstood; I suppose the 
will of this House may, and ought to, have a 
great influence. 

Mr. A.’s time here expired, and 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, obtained 
the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS, however, (with Mr. R.’s con- 
sent,) repeated his wish to the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to change the 
phraseology of the bill. 

Mr. McKAY replied that he had a substitute 
for the bill. 

The substitute was read (and will be found be- 
low.) 

Mr. HARALSON wished to offer an amend- 
ment; but— 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, declined 
further to yield, and proceeded. There was no 
individual (he said) more opposed than himself to 
this war; and if he believed this bill would bring 
about an honorable settlement, he would go for it 
most heartily. But he argued it was evident the 


design of the Executive was to acquire a part of 


the territory of Mexico. If it were proper to pro- 
cure California at some time, this was not that 
time. It could be done, if in good faith, by the 
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ordinary mode of treaty, and the money might be 
appropriated at the next session. Was the Presi- 
dent unwilling, or was Mexico unwilling, to trust 
Congress for an appropriation to carry out the 
treaty which might be made? He had not the 
confidence in the Executive which this bill reposed 
in him. It was unnecessary, uncalled for, and a 
gratuity. He would not confer it. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, spoke in favor 
of the bill. 

Mr. OWEN said: There are two separate mat- 
ters to be considered at the present juncture: the 
one is, the consequence of passing this bill; the 
other, the consequence of refusing to pass it. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. So there is in the case of every 
bill to be passed upon. f 

Mr. OWEN. Yes; but in the present case the 
consequences of refusal to pass the bill happen to 
be positive, not negative. And not positive only, 
but most important. If, when the President asks 
an appropriation for the purpose of concluding 
peace, we refuse it, what inference must be drawn, 
not by our country only, but by the whole world, 
except this, that we do not desire peace; t!at we 
are resolved, as the gentleman from Kentucky ex- 
pressed it, to whip the Mexicans, not to treat with 
them. ‘Thus thé refusal to act, when the question 
is brought before us, is pregnant with inferences 
injurious to our national character. 

[ was glad to hear a gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Griper] express his willingness to vote this 
sum; declaring that he would hold the President 
responsible for its application. ‘That is just. But 
if the vote is withheld, who, then, is responsible? 
‘They who withheld it. If, now that the President 
asks at the hands of Congress the means of secu- 
ring peace, Congress denies to him these means, 
on Congress, not on the President, will the future 
responsibility rest, for this Mexican war and all 
irom the very first, our Gov- 
ernment has sought to avoid war; it has twice 
otfered, in the face of demonstrations the most 
hostile, to open negotiations with Mexico for the 
adjustment of all our difficulues. Even after a 
reiusal, twice repeated, to receive our envoy, the 
President publicly reiterated his anxious desire to 
avoid a contest. In the message before us, the 
same conciliatory spirit is found. It asks for that 
which has sometimes been called the sinew of 
war; and what, in this case, may become the sinew 
of peace. 

{A voice: Would you buy peace ?] 

Mr. OWEN. In the case of a weak qpponent 
like Mexico, already beaten down before us—at 
our mercy, almost; yes, if the gentleman so chooses 
to phrase it, I would buy peace. Were the con- 
test with a nation our equal in power and resources 
—with England, for example—we dared not do it. 


its consequences. 


An offer, if she were our opponent, to open the | 


purse and to sheathe the sword, would very surely 
be misconstrued. Notso with Mexico. We are 
the stronger, and we can afford to be generous. 
From Mexico I am willing to purchase a bound- 
ary, instead of fighting for it. 1 voted willingly 
supplies for war, since stern necessity forced war 
upon us. I will vote, far more willingly, supplies 
fur peace, since the President gives us reason to 
hope that it is honorably within our reach. 

But gentlemen say, they have not confidence 
enough in the Executive to entrust to him this sum 
for such a purpose. Not confidence enough! 
They have placed in his hands already, without 
reserve, twenty millions to carry on war, and they 
scruple to confide to him two millions to conclude 
peace! They trust in the greater, and will not 
trust in the less! There are twenty blunders like- 
ly to be made in carrying on hostile operations, 
particularly by a government, like ours, little ex- 
perienced in such matters, for every one which 


will probably occur in negotiating a peace-bring- | 


ing treaty. The danger of abuse 1s infinitely 
greater in the former case than in the latter. With 
what propriety or consistency, then, can we hesi- 
tate to place in the President’s hands two millions, 


for the holy purpose of closing a war, the exist- | 


ence of which all just-thinking men deplore? 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIs8. What does the 
President want two millions for? Let us know 
that. 

Mr. OWEN. The gentleman needs not be re- 
minded that the treaty-making power 1s lodged in 
the President and Senate. ‘To the Senate the par- 


ticular plan of negotiation may have been dis- || 
closed; but, as a necessary consequent of our politi- 
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cal system, these details do not, at this stare of 
affairs, reach us. This vote must, of necessity 
be, ina measure, a vote of confidence. To din’ 
close, in advance and minutely, the intentions of 
the negotiating power, might be to defeat tj 
intentions altogether. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then how are we to know th 
so large an amount of money is needed at al! ? 

Mr.OWEN. We do not know it; nor, prob 
ably, at this moment, does the President, Py, oat 
know, that it may be needed; and that it may oe 
impossible to effect a Satisfactory treaty of peace 
without it. As for the amount, the gentleman 
may call it large; but does he not know that. at 
the rate of present expenses, a month’s war—ay 
less than that—would absorb it all. And yet s 
member from Massachusetts, who preceded me 
was for putting this peace measure off unti! next 
session—a notable piece of economy, surely! _ 

Sir, I hope the House, by voting this supply 
will register its desire to see this Mexic an war 
terminated, whenever, on reasonable and honor- 
able terms, it can be. ‘That war once ended, and 
there is not, that I can see, along the entire politi- 
cal horizon, even a cloud as big as a man’s hand, 
threatening another. ‘The object proposed is peace, 
not local or temporary, but permanent and over an 
entire continent. In view of such an object, how 
paltry is the sum demanded! Not with Willing- 
ness merely—with gladness, should we unite to 
grant it. 

Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, had desired to get 
the floor to offer a resolution calling on the Presi- 
dent for information in regard to our Mexican rela- 
tions, but had been unsuccessful. After we had 
appropriated nearly $30,000,000 to enable the Pres- 
ident to carry on war, why did we want $2.000,000 
to make peace? ‘The Congress of the United 
States was as well entitled to know of the propri- 
ety of peace and war, and of the facts existing— 
in case their aid was to be invoked—as the Presi- 
dent was. He was not disposed to vote a vote 
of confidence in the President. He referred to 
some of those which he considered obnoxious acts 
of the President, and said their author was the 
man who would receive a vote of confidence if 
this bill passed. He could not vote for it. 
Why did not the President take steps towards 
peace, if he was going to, before he had plunged 
the country in war—a war which had cost us 
thirty millions? He was for peace—an honorable 
peace; for buying it, if necessary; but he wanted 
to know at what hazard—on what terms. He 
wanted to know distinctly for what purpose this 
two millions of dollars was to be appropriated, 
before he could vote it. He called on some 
friend of the President to say whether it was de- 
sired to get California. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, in reply, (Mr. E. yield- 
ing,) said he was in favor of the President buying 
California, and thereby getting the indemnities due 
to our citizens. We must do that, or some other 
such measure, or we never could get our pay. 

Mr. EWING would be willing to purchase Cal- 
ifornia according to the laws of peaceful nations. 

In conclusion, he caused to be read the resolu- 
tion of inquiry which he had wished to offer. 

Mr. WOOD. I rise for information. I would 
ask the gentieman from Indiana, [Mr. Owen,] who 
thinks it best to buy peace, what evidence there 1s 
that peace can be bought? I am for peace as much 
as any one on the floor of this House, and what- 
ever course I may take in this matter will not be 
dictated by opposition to it. It is unquestionably 
the duty of the President to make peace whenever 
he can, and he should do so, without first coming 
to this House to know whether he should, or not. 
| But I deny, sir, that the question before this House 

is one of peace. No such proposition has been 
submitted. There is no Ralienns that the Mexi- 
cans desire peace. It has not been even intimated 
that they have made any proposition for that pur- 
pose. A false issue is attempted here, and J, for 
one, do not intend to be placed in a false position. 
The usual course as regards treaties, is, that they 
should be first ratified by the Senate, and when 80 
ratified, to come, if necessary, to this House for 
|| the means of carrying them out. Why this de- 
parture from the usual course? _ Is it that the Presi- 
dent has no confidence in this House, and that he 
asks us in advance to ney what he may do, for fear 


lose 


at 


r 


| we will refuse to do it when we know what it Is: 
Or, sir, is it, that if a treaty is negotiated, the Mex- 
‘\icans will not trust us until next December, bu! 
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